Korean J Relig Educ W WS

Vol. 81, pp. 109-122, June 2025 pISSN 1229-6627
https://doi.org/10.58601/kjre.2025.06.30.06 elSSN 2672-1767

Rethinking Divine Language:
Theological and Pedagogical Implications of Inclusive Language
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Abstract

[Objective] This article explores how the language used to describe God profoundly shapes
learners’ theological imagination and spiritual formation. It addresses the need for inclusive
God-language in religious education settings, particularly within the Korean church context.
[Contents] Drawing on metaphor theory and the concept of the null curriculum, the study
examines the formative effects of exclusively masculine images of God. It critically engages
voices such as Sallie McFague (1987) and David Stewart (2010). Building on the ethnography
research of Dave Csinos (2020), this study explores the concrete impact of language use on
the formation of concepts of God through examples involving children, youth, seminary
students’ children, and the author’s own experiences. Drawing on Elliot Eisner’s (1985) theory
of the null curriculum, the paper discusses the formative role of inclusive language in religious
education. It further proposes age-specific pedagogical strategies that utilize diverse metaphors
—such as light, wisdom, and a nurturing presence—to broaden theological imagination and
engagement across generations.

[Conclusions] Inclusive God-language and imageries in religious education is not merely a
semantic choice, but a vital tool for fostering just, participatory, and theologically rich learning

environments where all learners can encounter and articulate the Divine.

[Keywords] Religious Education, Null Curriculum, Faith Formation, Language, Human
Development
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7Fede AAsE AL %X—L"—i gt

s AstollA ARgE shdel o 9 T4 2ol 71 e
HESIY 4] H o] I(Sally McFague, 1987)} tlolH|= AFolE(David Stewart, 2010) 5
o] ol2g E3 thkd shuyd mHo AYAHS BAdTh o]ojA dlo]H Al:y(Dave
Csinos, 2020)¢] @A AT9} ofe]&3} Had, AT Ad 9l Fape) A A E 3 2o
/\}%O] Al g EA 01] H X &= :Tliﬂx‘] Oﬂﬁk% BRI, Elliot Eisnerﬁ‘/] OE‘(null) ol °T4-7<4 o]

__1
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I. X7

shds o FRA oldlsta Adsty] g dole T w89 A &F
v YA H3dr] wiZoll, Qlzto] shuidel s Td wf AREste dojw -89 skt
o] olu]x| &} FA ¥ A(spiritual formation)ol] Ak FaF& P Th(Stewart, 2007: 305). A=
shudel tigk olslE Ev 7I18E 7, SHEAIE o5l AHgdte dojde A tiEAt
o] Aol et g oAl A dAtolole shde “An Abgo] @ AP ekl @3, o
A A Aol <ShdE E EAAT, Es BRE ] g8 2 £& 7 oAl A
27|% st Ttk B2 o] R WUl dFE ofYARE o] ofo]Eo] A4S HALS
T dole FTuu oA EF ABESH o RE g7t ofgA shbdel dis] HARISEY 1 B
AL otolEell Al O E AFEAEAE RAF+=

ueba EuloAs A FHE dojol tigk a7t FUksta, FolollAe dA tiEAF AS
of B3 W2 T WHIsHEA, 474 A

ot 2

7Zd(New Revised Standard Version); o] A2t #AollA A ALY AR 71 & =AAE
% SIUSItKStewart, 2007: 296). TlE0] 7HAA &5 ofA|e} oL BFE AHst=
Adoj2 vite = TEZA o] ZAF(An Inclusive-Language Lectionary); 2] 733 34|, 3
Uds AAske Aol =230 thdt sz =Ao] AstE ATk(Stewart, 2007: 297). X
Ao} AMES FASE AL shudel 23 JAo 2T Fod o] oy, shude
Sk AAZ Y(spirit) &2 o3| Hofof i FASIT vlo]E B <=(Michael L. Peterson)<
Hu shubdo] 2225 WA 2fHE ALY Wil olF vHte AL Ted Q1A
Foll W& A7 df=rolztal H]BA TH(Peterson, 2003: 236).

T2 A Wbl A shubdol gk AHA ] Ao ARE-9] ZAIE Al7|sta, Skt
O T4 olsliahy] 918l 224 Aol Ao aAd¥ 7HeAdS AATT A B4
Ao AHE AAE ARk Ao] otk 2l7b FualSolA Abgshes HEFE ¢lof7} skt
olg| & AT  Uth= FAATIE St Aoty ZAE S| 8 Tuu s dAA

4g WEl7) SAa) oolBel UBRE 8T Aol T TR SHEY wZE vlw BY
&l =

-

40 g
ol

EURN

e}

o ri.u:
i

[e%
ot X o

L

al

X
st Ao REE, FuusolA st iy B 2201 #¥ 3 ol st
b 2229 dojE AHgste Aol Fasite AR o]t Fmoje Folin dtixow
A THAL dBA TE2DE T EOlE, T dojde A3 shd oA =

Jo]ZE /T (he/she) &L <1 AR/ A4l (himselfherself)’ 22 A A4S A5 W
2ol 3 (Gody E2 3hbd A4l(Godself) & AME3ILA Bl 2] Stk T2y d2dAe
1, ¥ shd ZAIZE AEE NS et
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Aozt SAFo0A 22 ol ARt Alare)] FEFe mXITHE Ao/t E(linguistic relativity)
o] okt = A AAHSH AojgelA A7) FEdt S Ad ootk =9t F
227)(Noam Chomsky)= S17te] &5¥ R H{EH (universal grammar)s EFIGTHIL F74381H A,
A= AE BFESE 7Y B ALE AR gty vkt AAZ "y Jhs
A3 o] 219 o] Mol Jhedt HE B0, F271v o7t At £ At 74
S RAZHChomsky, 1965:4-6). L&t} o] 23k whto = B-pata, thekgl E3lgoAle] ¢lo]
ARG W2 o] AFEES] F9(attention), - 2] (categorization), 1% W] ol S mzIth
+ AEdosts dAFEe] SHHUA, o3 Y Aol ES oAHs] d58E za ok
g2} EE5=7|(Lera Boroditsky)= THEeH o] AFEAES Alaiba] Aol APHow &

bs|
sh, A7) A Fxo YIS Frhe FS Y353 thBoroditsky, 2011: 62 - 65). A& &
of, g{Ajoto} BAEL XIRE I (siniy )JJr ‘A% T (goluboy)' & TS dolF & A
g 72 9lom, o5 Yo satut Al 1 Wk &5} whETh(Boroditsky, 2010).

ol9} fFASHAl 2~E]E #W<&(Stephen C. Levinson)e THFg o] el F7t HEA A
& e s, o 72t I3 A, 7199, Ff 7l Tl A2 ddFS EHaL F
%8t TH(Levinson, 2003: 109). 1 o7k @A AalE ®dshe de] oyt /d dA 3
°1x 22 3= =7YS Yo7 =3 tHLevinson, 1996: 188). ©|&2 AFE
Aoi7b AlA 14 o] AolE FEITE dolduiEe] 4 BAE sEsH, Fuus
oA WEHO R ALEEE shd do7t Al Jid B FA AAA dEFS vE F o

< olgd Aol dA7ES & 2
Aol XA a1, 4l Mg I FA A A(spiritual identity) FFNE FFe v
e ARG 59, Faas @AM wEAHoR ARRHE dde doje ShaAte]
A A

spa apee oiel Alstel WAE ofwl s TASEAE AR APA A4

rulrl
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(psychological mechanism)= 2H-8-gHct.

ool A 1o ARgol Jijle] A, A, dF FAd mAE FFE OE dTe TE
ALSEEEA migto| A o] Foj ATt o & Eol, o|AHd, BFdol, $4¥(2022)2 "E2H19 o
o] Apgol tigh H4kAo e HIwEA oA AR TE AX A A dE BT Aed
A& Hlw BAstH, §4 o] deo] 5o ARSA U4 B P HEA] FEFE
) Xth= S 83 tHLee, Park, & Song, 2022). o] o7} ©h<edh AR AP S HolA
AEA AAE FAsL sfAshe 14 R AEes R g oleFe TAAA
ofle] FHgdoled HH AFFF, S B Aol TH KUt AFA T Aol HAA

KR Z
= b
g0 GFL ZHAYT 1B Aol AHgo] BER J15A £FE Wol AR F

=
N

i_r“
2,
)
2

A

[\
Hl
1=}
ikl
o
k]
>
oo
rr
02
1o
4n
Ht

shuds AAske A wiety doje] EAldE B78ta, 29Y SAEL T8 o] ALS
of Whjgtth o]EL S AAT u MEHOZ AEH
of 71Wkek Aojgtn FA%TE A YAHE FUAAEGw ] GA o Hwdt wg A2 of
Eun}o|of(Elizabeth Achtemeier)= 3ol AAS G4 do(TYe “IE[Himself]’ol2h= F
AL XAz3hHE AT F43tH Achtemeier, 1992: 5). #3H3F QAUZEe F33 shpde
& flon, shido] Ax2E AR QZto] studS & F dtke Zlolth otEn}
oloj= AAoA shdol 9HKing), ©FHA|(Father), | (Judge), & (Husband), <! (Master)
T 22 GAA ouAR AAE AT dEel, shbde] BEH EAE opAR who}
Eo1A ¥etH A4S dl=shs Aolgkal ETh(Achtemeier, 1992: 5).

7Fl JD%(Garrett Green) %A ofEnmfolojo] Fa& AR et “shpde @Ao] oA,
shdS BARIL F23 Zujd F4% doje g Aoy etal 4T (Green, 1992: 64).
& 870l 6}1%%—% AP, o}E T A olmA R HAlsta glomH, ol doje
&= shEo] o}l shbd el A7) AlAe dReta Eoh

a8y olgfd FAdE 7 7 EAVE vk A, 38 9o e EAE tig ojvA

O

g AAFTE oL, AL AEIE F 4G 1 AA BAlolth sRolEE 47 A4
So shbgol AL WA oA AL dEel ohlek, 3t frimst At U

W g FaEol o A5g FHOR Yol Y1, olEH TS 7] A5 ¢4 olv]
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Ag AgHoz AL 7PsA S Al7I3T(Stewart, 2010: 276). ©] F3-L hbdel 7] A
NE olfE ¢4 o) 8-S S SAS T B Ar|ET
2R Ex ARE At 22 FE|(Rosemary Ruether)®] A3)E T3 A4ale] ojde

A 2= shibde] WAlde dehlls o4 orAls Algsol Adz o Al gtal
3 At ARAEE shdel ALAA dotelM AAHATRIL DITh(Stewart, 2010: 279) T
FHQ o2, o]xgtdAY SIS FAIsh= shbee] AE Kk ‘avlob / 471 (Sophia /
Shekinah)’ 7Hido], UZolle shbd e ofSrolgls 3L 9 S’AE 529 212 NFoR
A5 ATk Stewart, 2010). ©]2 <lal, shbdel o34 o dAolz AL 2= 9]
= 7heAol AdEI. olet & loje] FAE Tl *ebmzz s

E
mlm
22
fo
O

3. H=ZEH A0 AE2| oA

22m2] FE|(Rosemary Radford Ruether)= HIXZZ o] Aol sl F 7HA] 83 &

AE AT AA, 2= shbdel tigh g4 olvA= 7R gl ojde=74
&S wkgstn, olHd shd olvAE JHEAA AR F2E AAJTIAL FEITK(Stewart,
2007: 297). shde] olw|A|ek ALS] T2 e} o3 g2 FEIF AHshe F HWH
TAE ootk &, WA dofe A AEA, AAH, AAH AAE olAH AU F

ARl $IA R wHEThHE Ao th(Stewart, 2010: 277).

FEE “shdol & A9 olmA|, 53] Aul Alge EA o|nAE FFE u, o] AWEOl
shdel s dAHoR AW EAE FEnal FAL(Stewart, 2010: 277). Shtd
BARE 98 diHARE AHSete A2 oA, obF, Aoljld 22 o] shide J&ﬁl
of o] o]aHA A EAZ QA=A THETKStewart, 2010: 278). W2 EAIe] BAE F3)A
g shdRe] BAE A3 £ #Azte] 55 gt} o5 shdFe thdelA FA
A YRR FAL F flon, o|& Rl oJE2 TF 715nY AR ArH oA AT,

A7l vee shubdoel theh 4, AW <&, copAP, od¥, Add, FR 2 =
AL ofEmtolole] T4 med AFEskE o vk Iy o] FA|(Tan Ramsey)= Shd
= o’ 9 A T 2 Hel=, VIS, =7 A #Ed

o
it
L
X2
v
rr
o
tlo
E
ol

< Ioh(Ramsey, 1964: 59-60). HAE= o' SH= FYslA| Fon
Azols BFTlA7] vhdolgta F43h I ofd cvﬂ o Bol AREE] Wil o

= T QB A E B0, shd oA EE 2R7F Ent
oA WA ARgE o] g7] wEelA, 17401 AjH oz sdsiry Bedxow
10| Ch(Ramsey, 1964: 59-60). & ‘OPHAP S 2 “&
, TEI7F DA RRE oW WA o Told ZIA

pass
%
kl
N
X
ol
ok
o
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A ZsHA Fdsfop ghtial wekth(Ramsey, 1964: 59-60).

P T4 FHY FARE gtgol Jrh F, 7HEAA A AE A A
frell: oANE ZAxFoEMN I A7t vk BE Ao ALY 4l How 9-U3 Zo® Ag
A wrEthE Aotk oAl El, cofA] shud 2f7F dY A AL shude 2 &
o] ofue}, AFS|H ¥} Aul] G2 AR ol F itk

WA= 3 shdel g e el d4A g ddEe o FAETH(Ramsey,
1964: 60). o]21dt #H- Ao 22U AUlet &= %ﬂ 7}1"%%”4 E3tel zlo] HEug
I UoE AMARE AZAH A, 1 ARSellA A

in)
Hl
N
=
2L
rO
>
ot
1o
0>"'

[e]
e
oo
d
o
o> T

2o o

=
gzxoln %

ol FoJ3th(Achtemeier, 1992: 4). 1% BFE 1 Fan oA dbdol .
O*OM ojmAl= 2] A}%ﬂ; AeH, o= Ex}ﬁ«l okl g3 S‘M‘a‘ omAE

O
N2 R 2

1. Y(null) XSIPET 0| ALE

= wSsA o AYAAY Dol ool Y (Elliot Eisner)7} A|oFet < w%3}H4 (null
[e)

curriculum)’ 7H'd-2, Stuvt W& AN 7HE2XA e A, AFHA e HE =23 g5A
ANA A WAAE AL F Aes FETT ofo|2Ye “FAE BA FHHA FWo
oflz}, ofd titES 1HT F YA, o' #AHANAM ZAE HiEtE & AeAE Adse
724383 32 7H . @3CKEisner, 1985: 97). &, &AM OFEA P FAE A4

A Fot= He AMH AFHAAY, Fa5HA @2 AR oA, o] 1 AA A
i Al .
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Relel AAAE Mo U, THE A5 BN HAe Fa A )
A4 AT 5 Atk olze WA Aol tid BAZF ohel, shbdslel
wT A%, 54 4 4¥olt

ohd, #3574 93] WA Bk 29 EE} Ao Ahs shhde By B
Hog HTEr|un, AT QNS B o)A AGL WSA Bk

oA, £7F ol 2 Lo w8} AAAL. $7 ofd olz e Behu}
L AR ROlg Ah2AL, PO 2AA gbvle BAR AR Ses o1 one
WA Qlojd mA'e] BAR AT 4 27 o AL BA EA BA} ohfe} A B4
3 EA A4, 4 4T BF AN TP THAY AAY BAV Do webd Faa
Fe ERA DEIPW ol LY TE WAAZA AREST AU Ao 43
3 Qojd 4718 aw @

e AAE 9 ATAT A s ot AW oA BAE UA Awsh A7
st LFBE olF B3 WH @AM o] AHgol SAte] Al A P G4 ek
AW T MAEAE ok YAHOZ o3 T = S Zoltk,

dlo]H Al’=2y(Dave Csinos)® # Little Theologians2 WUt A3 3](United Church of
Canada)®] Y] 7l #3180 2 Tt w3l oz TP 49 AFE ngoz JIg 4
O EK(Csinos, 2020). ©] & ojdelEe] AshE g FEAA EAE ot Alel st
2312 w9gste SEA o AR guE F2d 4 9= AFAEAL Azt A=
SHOA 134 olRlo|SolA shbds walel sl 19 JEA @ F 0 a9g wgos
Ak ohskE Uitk Ase] AT A ofdlolge] sk 4ol 23l FEA A
G Aol oE FFE MAEAE B35k, ol T w37t oHA ojdolEY] A3
AR 23 4 =2 Aoksh= Aol 19 AT BHE g2 Fo| YR 19 AP
T w2 o] Abgel s FHR e TEE HAFth

SYS0] B /AT Yd sy oluAe] EREE RS sAY 1AL SgsEE @
7 o] o]Rold u), oo 2L sidel tjd BHAHT UYL F170] g oo

il
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g9 v EES Eth 59, dY dES ol shids 9AHAoR AR tadt

5 = £ F5d 4f, MES AHESH Y AAE wolsoles HEE A

A =ity A9 o s Alolzi(Jacob)ol A= ol & HoFEd. s

Shubdel disl o]er1E W “olnlZ(maybe)”, “L¥ A ZoKit seems)”, “7}E(sometimes)”, “U]
A

ol 7} shbdel sl BgA o Balsliet FAH el AP oA A
2 HojzT) QUEIH) S TE AT ols(Enoch)ol SIS

e B ACIHE «g, o} shidel wWelolghd- ohyd obd £ glorela $HsY
3, AAle] Shbde BA) Moz AN Folt <RAA A B R opEa
F ool shigel %ol 9187t B3 B Aol el <shde Sdo] glod- v 4
Zhalolela SRAYT. 0|9k e o Thed 2R EHo oz, ofolBo] sl

D & ol5o] shbde Aashs

Aol glof FHHRT sk FBsA AAE Aol Fgaka gk & AARTHCsinos,
2020: 38).

§

[e]

ojAd, =2 7IE A MEE dd AEH A BHe T I 22z dojet ojv]A]

S HARshE d o] @l A AAAe] FdEA v o 274
o] ZFR3}A SA3ITE A& (Sophia)(Prov 8; Luke 7:35), £ Al&(Exod 3; Acts 2), ¥
(Matt 23:37), HF9]9} 2AH(Ps 18:2), E2KPs 23), Y(John 8:12) 52 =5 shpdel st A7
] olaglE % UAHolL ZBAH o FAATE= F23 H2Eolt) o3 FIHELS
HE @A copAP R Edshe o] ARS HolA, SR &4, Ruske 4, dxde &
A, YAt EAZ BAFCEN AAEo] shidde] #ALE B T Adt=s
ojltt, ol B st FunS AFNAE M3 shud opA el Edol AY fY
A WHEHE, ol Qe StgAlES st ik A ojwA ¢l MEA He ol
Atk WA 7)1ER WSS F7 BEo] A" thkdt shid 275 JS80E g8

M, gl shbdel 2943 WA, ARG AMZEE #8 A olstES o)

k
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oF @tk ol RIHe kA FIAE BHsE DolA, shbdel UlF Aols wrh Aol
Fal ZgAHoR A A3E deko] F 4 gtk

A2} W o] (Sallie McFague)© ‘X -(friend)’tt ‘A <l(lover)’, 18]l ‘o™ U(mother)’$} 2
& te e 2FE ALITHMcFague, 1982: 72-72, 76-77). W& shtbd e 17kl 97
= Uehlis 2l “2E F2 A Sis 9% EEZ0la Al eIH, AEH Ba
= Zlojojok Fhral FATHMcFague, 1987: 60). THE 2ERt= WA, A9E

=
=]
U &, sAEY= 3ANS ‘ééﬂok ffh:‘rl —T— ‘f&ﬁ}.

= A3 7€ + fl1, &4 frl(analogy)E oH Wmoiﬂ f‘ﬂ_% T 71
(Stewart, 2010: 278). IUE Tshide] RdlE(Models of God);ol2h= A A ollA, ‘éM‘a‘% 3l
Zro] &AE] olald = (e TFHY EpAtelH, QI ANEY] ARl 7N dol2 A4
& BAE b itk FAITHMCcFAgue, 1987: 42). W#o] 19 HES shude dupy
& g ATl g BVRAEA S sWetal Jthe e A% Stk &, Izt <
2 TFs S U A A, shide] AlAek 47 siAel thgk Ak =97t SwsiE
Atk HollA 24lo] Basith I % thkdh Adoje}t ojnA] A FaaKoA sy
S U8 2Z3H0= ogd + ded & 98 & Aot

EZF Aol AHEE Ted] o' BT TS 9% Zo] ofyth o] AR AAE

, 1A 4G 7R A3 A B % s Aatm, 1%k E'_Fr—‘é— AHrEA gk 45 A

S A Adojo HIRARl FAEL AldaEo] gFH O it tigk ¢
AAE AEATI LA G e fEdn dAR 1970L4r41°ﬂ% 37 Fa A
o N (Goddess) A AAdETwE PAsuA F 72 HWY2EE
(Stewart, 2010: 280). °]E< shbHS ¥4 (androgynous) EAE E 3}
3.

a2y FEY ABEA AgAEe] e5d F8te v

Shal

S opA thalell F7
AETA AAM7E 4Ex
@3] Heke Aoy fﬂﬂl

Iy
2
o

N
)
v
N
2
it
to
o
oli
el
rlr
&
_EL
rt
o
wn
g
!
[y}
S
S
\]
[\®]
\O
&
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shbdel Bd Bkt 4747 38 Fnagl ST A BEF ol wAS o
A

2ol Wasith fob 0 okF AvelAE Az

o Fal A3 Zluel suhd olmAE AL 5 Yok EBA S ddoje] A&
o] oFFe] 4l olsle] WA oW FFE WA F YA HAFE on) gE At 9
o WA} Deulol Aol whtd & Ashy SR ZuA dojo] 2 WAL AL
ATE. TES AUste] W Lol M om0z thokd shid dolg Bl ARk
e TRRE RN BAT oWAE AEA 49 Wl ofuel, FHe 3 ]
L oure Wolglth o)t shde Qzte] A W Qo] JPEA %a, % FHoln EB

o
A7 A9 7S HAFEL MY wg FAoA
_/_F A

—_
>~
-
o
ofr
-
rlr
ol
-

bo| M¥-24] o, AA=Z Fe Al shud olsiE dof F= A=A 7t

T ot ko oo
iﬂ_m{zuirg

o
B
L
N
=2
rr
£ 2
Y
o
ol
>

2 24700 PR o A7IE FAHA A Aol wE
fol G710 AsH ouE grshe AAY AG AojE 2nE
o6 Aot v 474 97 Felel EaHelth Hadr)RHE

AAZ SE7t g oSl s MEka A2 8 BE A% ou)t ok BATH ¥
ol

o
©
e
gt
QL
I
Jr
Oﬂ. _E‘
op
o

+ oo
o,
2L
b
Ju
ft
rlr
o,

>

hFE St S B Bol W, FAA, AWE WA FFHA. o BEL W& A

3E g AstHom A4 4 9
H2ATe ohA ek dolol 71y v Egkpubt AdEe] I
ATFASEA ol Bk ERY shbdstel BA7} A

i

off
fru
oo
o
b
&
N

Ir
>
e
R
p
—d
2
f
R
re
2
o
flo
o
-
=2
=
2
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A% 43 s Sl AP A L w=d Al SRAE s, SRS S

g #4 A gtel Mgk wrEs), A7 QBT of AEse] A9 o o

43719 e BHo] shbdatel BAE AP W 288 F 5 Utk oA 7 Ak
ﬁ

o= ¢ ol ¥HE A

pus

s Qlofoltt
A%, T3 sy Aol WA 4 FYA TAY BAY opieh, A 914 west A
A %ol 7 -z

=
24 Fs4e 0% 2ol 978 5 U e AH =k Bk E bR Saa

Xy
ZZ37 do] Ag] AL FAsIYT Yo7 FZF ol ALES ALF T RzyE
il
A e adle ZEF shd Aol =9 flol AFe o] ol A= AS e, ¥
o AojA-E3hd E4dS Nhgd 2183 AT g o] o|HXTH o FAg shud ols)
7} 7bsd Aol
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