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Abstract

[Objective] This study aims to explore the characteristics and tasks of old age within a
super-aged society, proposing Christian educational strategies that enable the elderly to play
meaningful roles in the church community. This exploration incorporates insights from social
developmental psychology and theological perspectives on vocation and interdependence in later
life.

[Contents] Moving beyond a limited view of the elderly as merely wise figures or passive
recipients of pastoral care, this study highlights the unique vocation and value of this life
stage. Drawing on Joan Erikson’s (1997) and Joyce Ann Mercer’s (2017) work, Erikson
provides a fresh perspective on the unique tasks and realities of old age, while Mercer
expands our understanding of aging and vocation in later life. These perspectives support a
vision of the church as an intergenerational community fostering growth and deeper
relationships with God.

[Conclusions] As a results of the study, a broader understanding of old age contributes to
enhancing the richness and purpose of life in later years. Church education should emphasize
that the elderly continue to play essential roles within God’s calling. Third, a deeper
understanding of vocation in old age plays a key role in transforming the church into a

faith community where all generations grow together and form deeper relationships with God.
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Moz As) $AY 5 gt Huol AAT, FEEPAS PAHAS FE oS T HF

=
S5 TUNE BAA AR EAE Tl 287 ozt ole ©es] diAEd =5
o #AAE HoA, AsHoE Ar|a ARe e BA SN 23E APste Aolth dof
g =dr]e] AW ERIA EuS W FES ZEIHMercer, 2017: 195). MAl= skl
AX 25 F24 1 954 JFolv 554U SHS a7sARE =dr|de F840]
L oA WA o7 o] Rofzinkal A FTH(Mercer, 2017: 195).
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e SEEAE TR ofBlA WA Zelthetn FAs, 11kl o] WAZ T
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Uee FZFTHRieger & Kwok, 2012: 64). °o]& =9 A FFEARD A Ay A=
sYUH, AR 7t JE F ASE o]Folxl Iy IZte] AEE AR 3 AT
o] & of ke A AT
Eus We A2 ABoEAE AIAIIE A OAA @1, =0E 22E S 5
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9t 75 ES + 3

o shpdel AR AHE Zol Adste 7137 2 5 Q)
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AP A fFo] stk =3 E5 AFAVE FEE FED] olEstA XE Ae, 259
HAo] FAo T Z4E JFSAE Uth IR A AHLE 7|E9] 7Ea wKA =
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HAE Edrld Wslshes AL FEvto] oyl Azt gk /14 A Gekxitta =4S
Th2017: 185). 34 X S(grief therapy)oll X F43t5%0] 55 AHs= FAHL 49 A=Y
7VssHAl skl 4 o S A4EE =& F ATth(Worden, 2018). 2o Tk Akl
=d7] R AZro] T3k Apo] oy e Alzto] #AY AZMET Athe d4o] FE3)
Atk HAE AlRro]l AFAEE ol2ldt Aol 4% BAS 7P Z sty FA%T
(Mercer, 2017).

HAE AuE &1 v =0F AR BUle AS Az A4 & Eoh e d
o]# A%o] A9 e dHlolA 1 AT A gkol AU =1 5o ® A NS B

1Y = ok A3t Mercer, 2017: 188). L= o]# 3 A7t oA dojus FUT

‘(BT 2EJIAE AT 5 AT st R AR EA] oA FiEE ARbol

| BAAY £ AT HlEA] T8 gon, md AR &9
Oﬂﬂl HAAQ AL A3kl AFITH(Mercer, 2017: 188).

AR & 29 E(John Swinton®] Aujol] #3F AFE Q&8I WA= AN FAAES
ojojupzith. ~AEL o3 ‘AE AT FAAQ AEE B o] gt ~Y9EL
A FApote] Ao Ago A WS =Y AIZES Bl I/l TEXS EA1Y o7t dedt
Aidolug 1A T A &S HAT F vy FAGT. Is AuE #e olEHY
NP 7 AR EAE EFe, 9r] v B oE WAE 2EE RSt

L
L

©g7} NEE AGs] daiAs, MZAA EA8 = Dert Yok MZA EAEEE,
gl 7l9ste WS HH%E AREE o FAsa g2A AR "aot ok e ©g= v
%E AFEERE ot BE ARFES ke Ao] M AEd 539 WAolge s E
g A o] tHSwinton, 2012: 229-230).

or

wdr]e] mge 1pEel, Fe AUE, T8I BAASA ARt B ART 7|58
ATV wABE WA o5 AN L ST zujelE, 150 U4 SolA &
55 L2 4 JE 7138 vide) 20 $58 RE20E AL Bed A7 UOA segs
gulz} otk £EE Zoln &3S A3 ARFoA WA, BAH, 94 LT WAY
ST wQIEE HP o) Ao A AEE mde) Habe dalFe, At A
3 7iH9 Bawee B S MBS ATHY
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o2kl *.:;‘-ué‘FE}(Mercer 2017: 191) T A AL Sl wUES FEAN G 53
A @A S8k We 7IEAE 4 vk J8Y shde] dEHoR RlsdA 4dE F
FagrAy ol T3 EA7L %ﬁ 7188 FATE 42 Aoz FAAsit). o)
g A2 shdel AFE gk, shde TisEola o s aFs sk A
2 oA v e WlEsta 7] Welth. 313 =)o S Bt MM

Q = & shdel &3l A}%Ol

AJEGA B QAR AP dFE olsfsioF stH, o

A HE e} JAde] %S A, o]
Zdelgt & 4 JTH(Mercer, 2017: 191).
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3F PUAE 293 S AR SIS ABUBA K U252 AolAK Bt

o

]_
Lyon)s 2& 2 24 494 84 AR oldle IEmASIA wdel HY
B i@ A pelel e Fpom BUAD
S22l 4 1 g S Sl ofulch e Sl S Fo Pelslold
FEHAD, Sele) WA AR s TRAE oA SPle Bol R¥T ol e

- =2
nlo
JE:.
_@
i‘l
i
g
rué:
of M

ol
o
=y
é
X

o
oy
é

>“J

B3l FHEt L TATHLyon, 2004: 284). £H& shbde] FEiog ofsjdntd, sl
PR F2A2 $RlE ol A aelA Blofu watef AR AW QM Suhgte

2 zdste Aotk Fooleks w54 e FEed duoEtt nigtie Aol oiyd,
ol x4l stude] 7454 324?4% ol = UA It

i)
2
%\
=4
=
&
8

= g ¥
Fischer)= ©]2] % uﬂ] FdsH, =d7] 4wl WEH ofg &
Oﬂ’H«] 715]”*]’ A Sl FRPe X3 JHE kdr] &Wo] A= 2] A

- 54 -



Eser Kim

oo o ]
ﬂw%% 0 M@L_Ld.]lr
WVO%E x N
N K o %%MV&.E = H
ﬂo_a T > o < 3 No B O® M
MﬂHE oy mo Ho %Mﬂ ,murw_ . ﬂ o Mﬂk,]r
Br ﬂ/vA =0 »Axﬂ X ,Aluﬂ ‘D| ‘mﬂ —_ Orv —_ O_v m o 1., -
EE _Iﬂ.A ‘_L,oﬂz_fﬂmo\ﬂﬂyﬂ_,mo ;O_/L)A LAu?._,D(A\.LI ‘I,UI‘Q —
Wy, ¥ 3 i}@&r}w RO W% ¥ o o B A ol M
TE LT T SN ﬂoﬂALJ} R = oy 9
ro = 3 ols ol o ® o T X H U T A Mo X2 %0
72 ¥ e R RN R ﬂz@mrmvm
Elvmwﬂ o Bﬁﬂﬁ:;utmu @Eixfaﬂzﬁ iﬁrnu@o
o Mo m <2 . B %z%&ﬂﬂ
= B X Y lar%mﬂmﬂao 7%2mﬂ = RO o mo B
mg%ﬂ% g < ﬁnuumoﬂr OfLﬁoﬁMo_aé oy o T o &
Eeﬂ%wr KON A i.iiEiﬂ.@ E%ﬁo_e,ﬁ
o) L R T +x P o — = o = Al Hoﬂl%.d
TR = 2REoRE < xx poee T -
D % p <E g kI = N b o ¥ T
__— o o o b B K X axn ey now i
ol <_w on oF oo W m e m S = ol 9|/ S D 3
b ooy o o B w s B o H oo o~ g »e
woT PR = %%ﬂﬂﬂa‘,@ =0 Eé@ﬂ}xﬂ & % — "
e o @%@Wﬂw% z @%.EWME AEmmAzi
—_ ~ ) 0
W i . Neﬂ%z o M o o ¥ I L 5 oo I b o)
Awm,mwﬂ oy iy ol = o El %?mﬂﬁuuwﬁ ﬂ%%ﬂ&d
7L ® PrgkdNE IS ERES PREEL S
H#le_.o\., o po <R o o X . ° o = o W R
%W@r.ml,w oF ldﬁﬂuuriuﬁuﬂwﬂ E ﬂﬂ%ﬂ%ﬁﬂ %EE]EO_EHMH
ﬂ___muﬂm_%. o o,}oﬂo_emm‘_ N E@%@.E@row 1omw_1xrmo1m.l
A ﬂwwvw%&d%A 5l %ﬂ,&édﬂ T woe
Hom«L:ATn M@ﬁwﬂﬁo_eﬂro_aﬁ © ﬂc_a.m_mEﬂ@ ﬁ%m&mﬂdri
Mo ° = W 2 oy 1O oo <9 RO A < H o A= A =
R Pz Y : miwrméw%i ﬂﬂ%ﬁﬂﬂ
AL %Eﬂw%y A A = ﬁﬂmoﬂuvwg S
O = w2 _E TP w T Ao X xqi%@aq%
>oﬂM:] W_o,l,.r\_ﬂuo,l_l] ool z?]uu al.ﬂﬂumo»t = 2 H
=B o R ﬂ.1n1_ﬂWzﬂﬂ L_Lqﬂu.mkmﬁ ol R ® o
o#o%An,moz:,,mE NE7:L oEEmmoll n.:wxo quF;dﬂlﬂlmN_i )
X T L4£ﬂr.mﬂ.]]u ﬂuo_ao(i Quc_eoPn_rmmﬂJ
NI @u;odaequoo_a Eer,MgaﬁélyﬂmL_a
&ﬂmwﬂw ﬂ@&@%%ﬂ%é ﬂW%W%%Eﬂiwmcfm%
) — [~u - = ) f =
R qw%%]eﬂw,m&% WowWﬁﬂﬂWWW%QEAW
iﬂueval%mﬂ ﬂﬂﬂog%mmw@%ﬁ,mﬁﬂ
Ao7£_.o o =3 aue_eaxo%zﬂo:ﬁ B R g
s —_— = o <4 ok o A ld % ol HT T <—
R EEQQ@EML%%OZTOM
o _57% ﬁ%m_o@;.wnﬁémo%
o Mo~ S BT o <
ﬂlidhdﬂ ﬂqﬂixmﬂﬁ,ﬂ
~ 5% ) LGS
RSN %%EM%
E:lO.}I?;O
= =T

- 55 -



Korean Journal of Religious Education, Volume 79 (2024)

BE AZE dol, B3] MEUR of7lt A8 Jbsel Btk WAe 4o B4 B
239 A FAAZ BT APol Yom TF 15L oA A

oo
1o
2

el g 43} gl
AYE A AN HLART s A7E AL 5 Qo oA ARY A7e delA,
e 29 948 YASE mA0l Bas, RAL E RS0l ° ol B

g £ 923

T FAL 5 lvks A el B, 28] @A el AeelM I 5 9
SHE £330 B39 FUAZ AE 5 glofok Fuk.

[

S, B shidel Age WS e 45HA B0YL @) AA 0T F Y=
S w0l astth THE T AWT ohjeh BES WE A B 499 9% B 9
& WRPORA, |ET THE AR ERE FFAZAY 2o 4TS Fxslcl rh
53] wQlBo] Wl BEY POE AMHA FES S, 1T oA BIS BRE F8
# 4Be £ 5 Aee AYAIE BHo] Basith ol& Fa BE ATirh AZelA| o
Asn ERE Y5 oEH FEAE A5 Aol Fasth AZ AL A, I A
A A FEAE AFsel, £US ool FHA ER RS ZW3kn A 1 o
243 AUE 4RT + Y /12 Aolo Bk w9 AkGe FEA shidel AP
2 A B} A, BE JEHe A & 3AE HEL 2L FUEE NI F
2% A% AAZ A2 FL 5 AT ol wae) A= BB Aele YA WF ) Aol
A ot 45 BBl BHAM AHYFORH FH5T S0l

AR, wolSe] A, ol (vulnerability), 23 &l tiE AsHA AR A8 wol
Yasith sedt wdle] T A% 9T THTH P A7 xolo] A B
b gelsi A7l shidslel BE de AUP WA Pk, o8 A% A4 O

3 CHPark, 2021). 7|4 © yoprt, F
s /‘§°HT7]-/] olggt WstE oJFA wgry +8& ZAA A HE 4

az = A
Bav} Yoka Bok A% 9 A1 AsHOE of s HNT
o

w4 e AT
A S Asjol ol Tl Aok Bvl, olsh RE Aivh Zxtel REA) we Aol
S YEE =g AZSoE Brk olF Bol, A% Yol FeelAE Ale shidel 3

ok (vulnerability)ol] T3t o])7} Q3 184 onE 714 4 Ytk 924 EETkKJirgen
Moltmann)& o= T2]2%2] AFAE shidel Fordel 7 443 23 5 2 2o
(Moltmann, Wilson & Bowden trans., 1974). shipdo] Algho] Al &4l AL
oF Y3 QI7te] oq‘lhﬂﬂ FE 717A0] WolEol S oulstH, oo g At =
w2 Az T, A, F5& AP shuds st olF Bl shibde
3 a1 Sl AN, T SollA FUH FES o] FATE e HAE
WL shde Aol 29A4E do] A3t 2 :

S EAEAZE ofdzl, AT @ Lol FAF R S0l el



-
a

>

Eser Kim
ki

[

Hg oz QA

= <«

I3} ofshq SAME AAe] 47

FA
T Afole] o]dEL o
EA7]

o

T

L

V. L7te #
2 He
o & Aol

]

T ¢

s

|

W A

5]

p

kL Aobrk

S

Ll

[e)

=

ﬂmbmﬂnmﬂlﬂuo_L% mnowﬁo
- R uu o
eI P E A R
Loz
pE = T Ese M
RN G N N
"oz ii DT g
)| ‘I’]r «
m..@%@;ﬂ%%mg @WMV
oR ¥ N o o -~ oy
E%x%%zﬂau.m Wgo“p_
e o . B o .o R
am&pc_eqo]____ﬂa} er‘DMMM
IoAE imn&rﬁo ﬂ%ﬁr
Dl = M = o o
S o= K o ozm © Mo o e
7 g & o X U 1o
E_EW%HNAO%E T N
el = r .Mu.mq
R I -
o o mp Wy =K ol
%) = S AR
R LT EES o M E
T ° " o © 1%@
Ao I ET g B
W ewmoy s Sm
2o Hr O &
of g o L Ty S
] Hoo N An X =
TLFosn g g
%%ﬂ%ﬂiam urﬂmo
N I R R
I B S A )
Wop Wy g Y
dﬂ:_eoT&omewﬁmﬂ - %
— . < T
o g N TR RIT®
ﬁoAMMC%ﬂZ‘*‘DIIrO ].._,V]
CAETCIE S TR
%mﬂﬁio_eﬂ% %id.
T o R T NPET RN -
% — Mo+ g BB N o
p e P En B s Dk
Mo ™ G0 " W R H W o
T o W o oW N BN

o] ¢

k. ol 2]

=
=

‘_TL

k<]

Aelth. o 7HANES uh
o w3le| 4L Tk
b ok, mE At

2 oprlol

n}

3}
=
=
=
BH
AL

Skar, 1

=

Aee AAAAAF

- 57 -

e 2ol o 2

0]

3 A&7k
Jo]t.
s Aldie] 7]
A A1
o|th.

3]

<
29

gl



Korean Journal of Religious Education, Volume 79 (2024)

References

[Abbreviations]

Lev : Leviticus
Mic : Micah
Matt : Matthew
1Pet : 1Peter

[Primary Sources]

A F3] (2005). AR, NEANGH. AL g A F3]. (Translated in English) Korean
Bible Society (1962). The Holy Bible, Korean Revised Version(KRV). Seoul: Korean
Bible Society.

[Secondary Sources]

Best, R. J. (2001). The Spiritual Role of the Elder in the Twenty-First Century. Moberg, D.
(ed.). Aging and Spirituality: Spiritual Dimensions of Aging Theory, Research, Practice,
and Policy. Binghampton, NY: The Haworth Pastoral Press.

Christian Today (2024. 9. 11.). The Christian population in South Korea, currently at 16.2%, is
projected to decrease to 11.9% by 2050. Retrieved 2024. 10. 13. from
https://www.christiantoday.co.kr/news/363735.

Crain, W. (2010). Theories of development: Concepts and Application (6th ed.). New York, NY:
Routledge.

Erikson, E. H. & Erikson J. M. (1997). The Life Cycle Completed. (extended ed.). New York,
NY: Norton.

Esser, F., Baader, M. S., Betz, T., & Hungerland, B. (2016). Reconceptualising Agency and
Childhood: New Perspectives in Childhood Studies. Abingdon, Oxon; New York, NY:
Routledge.

Fischer, K. (1998). Winter Grace: Spirituality for the Later Years. New York: Paulist.

Fowler, J. W. Stages of Faith. A A &7 (2002). Ao Al A& 42w ESTAL

Gaede, B. A. (2010). What Will I Do Next? Discerning God’s Callings for Retirement.

- 58 -



Eser Kim

Journal of Religion, Spirituality & Aging, 22(1-2), 27-40.

Hauerwas, S. (1991). The Peaceable Kingdom: A Primer in Christian Ethics. Notre Dame, IN:
University of Notre Dame Press.

Kim, S. J. (2024). A Study on a Christian Senior Education Program Based on the Holistic
Needs of the Elderly. Korea Presbyterian Journal of Theology 56(2), 237-267.

Kiing, H. & Ching, J. (1989). Christianity and Chinese Religion. New York: Doubleday.

Laslett, P. (1991). A Fresh Map of Life: The Emergence of the Third Age (2nd ed). Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press.

Lyon, K. B. (2004). Faith Development in Late Adulhood. Kelcourse, F. B. (ed.). Human
Development and Faith: Life-Cycle Stages of Body, Mind, and Soul. St. Louis, MO:
Chalice.

Mercer, J. A. (2017). Older Adulthood. Cahalan, K. A. & Miller-McLemore B. J. (eds.). Calling
All Years Good Grand Rapids. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.

Moltmann, J. (1974). The Crucified God: The Cross as the Foundation and Criticism of
Christian Theology. Wilson, R. A. & Bowden, J. (trans.) New York, NY: Harper & Row.

Nouwen, H. J. M. (2010). The Wounded Healer: Ministry in Contemporary Society. Garden
City, NY: Doubleday.

Park, B. (2019). New Seniors Generation As Missional Christians. Theology of Mission, 53,
111-141.

Park, E. (2021). A Study on the Method of Church Education for the Elderly’s Religious
Maturity. Journal of Christian Education in Korea, 67, 77-116.

Pearce, E. B. (n.d.). 14.5 Indigenous Perspectives on Family, Purpose, and Meaning. Pressbooks.
Retrieved 2024. 10. 13. from
https://openoregon.pressbooks.pub/familiesprelaunch/chapter/14-5/.

Rieger, J. & Kwok, P. L. (2012). Occupy Religion: Theology of Multitude. Lanham, MD:
Rowman and Littlefield.

Shim, Y. J., Kim, M. S., & Martin, J. N. (2008) Changing Korea: Understanding Culture and
Communication. New York, NY: Peter Lang.

Swinton, J. (2012). Dementia: Living in the Memories of God. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.

Weekly Christianity (2024. 2. 27.). (Translated in English) Ubadi Institute for Educational
Ministry, 2024 Seminar for Senior Ministry. Retrieved 2024. 10. 21. from
https://www.cnews.or.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=2729.

Worden, J. W. (2018). Grief Counseling and Grief Therapy: A Handbook for the Mental Health

- 59 -



Korean Journal of Religious Education, Volume 79 (2024)

Practitioner (5th ed.). New York, NY: Springer Publishing Company.

Y753 (2024, 7). F=wd] PRIA 07: AU MUl 53, (Translated in English) The
Pastoral Monthly (2024. 7.). Korean Church Hope Report 07: Special Edition on the
Senior Generation, 575, 30-59.

- 60 -



