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A Study on Karma Theory in Nikaya:
Focusing on the Usage and Types of Karma Theory
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Abstract

PURPOSE The purpose of this study to examine the types of Buddhist karmic theories
appearing in Nikaya and to examine their meanings. There is often an argument that karma is
fatalism, so I will examine this through analysis of the theory of karma.

CONTENTS One of karma theory in Nikaya is that one receives current karma due to past
actions. In this paper, the definition of karma and examples of karma are analyzed by type,
focusing on the Buddha's teachings on karma in the early Buddhist scriptures, Nikaya. The
karma theory of Nikaya is organized in detail into 12 examples, which can be organized into
4 types: karma and result, cessation of karma, karma and action, and denial of determinism.
The content of denying the deterministic nature of karma and that it is possible to purify
karma through action can be seen as a modification made by the Buddha by adding
intention(cetana) to the existing karma theory. In this paper, it is understood that there is an
aspect in which Buddha reduced karma to an ethical problem by interpreting the essence of
karma as an intention that precedes an action.

RESULTS The Buddhist doctrine of karma aim for nirvana by regulating and purifying
behavior in the ethical aspect rather than fatalism.
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29| gAe A9 917t A9 el AF T njHThE HoA 2F LW E
23 3= 2o Atk 9714 Wl HA o5 dAjel eyt AFBHE HolA %
HE 5o AR RE% FTh) Ao g FolA LoD Ao AT} FA
A(Kp) =2 94 ApEA e oa) 59, B, = So] ojn] F&A Uiy HE Aol
o). SrAste] Wasolu AFrl tiEAQ] W R &ath olgh GABHA Bwel o o
A eHWE To &yRolgty BE Asiv Atk Bwel Jde HA A6l ol Ao 4
B7t 2AH 3, A9 Bl s st AHETHE =go]y] wjo|th.

Fopo] eHE

AR A o7k ARl s s e dedos 2
E(determinism)sh FRAE =Ao] 9tk AUt Ao UF ot T 7
GAE etk AR 95 WE Zlol BA9 U] ) AR ek

A
FE 9

N

o= A%

BE Qo Yelo] 9x 1 YA = 1 o] Ule] o3k F Bgle] Ase Lt A=
she] Aol Hlold % itk Fope] SR Aoke] AYEe] Aol BYe| LRl
25 Belo) gk W Aol AAEL ANE TP TAN $5 WA U oz 4

o

) 7oA AFATE EA Qe BAL olAE FAGA BF FA WAlolTh
AL A AfelAE fotn FYsE ﬂ vhke] aek(Makkhali Gosdla) 2L

= ru& i e o

o dme] eWEAEel AR tEh AT ATt wrlel wel Qzre] AfelA &
RE U4 ARIAE YT AYES FRE A9t A4 gk ol oo o5k
Qzrol AZsHE AfrelAE Bl B, T Aol dAAgRT HPFTin 1]

Belrk AZYS AAKNA WAL THA AUAR B0 A0 AN, A

A1 ZEA o %HPJ Bos W3l FEE AYER AN PR AF
= s o] Fo 9

1) eWE, 49, ARl S0 ole AA e dabel Aolzt Utk AEste] Aejol )7
Aok Aol 7zke] Apolg WS AE 4 YL oDk Budde $WE SWE AHES
A9 W97t @A v AABTE ofnw BHA LA B

2) A AAES dFEste Zlo] “gEd29 odupolth 18A17] g~ AR gEde §
z7] JEE ol EA|[Yulrt Aok vlEle] BE 4 oFF £ Sty FASIAT. Aol A gz
o Yehtes AFA =4 AFAE, AL, FH/IsEY FHon, ARFdoz 453/
Ao A 2oy} FH/bsE/FHE/ISE To8 Udnh BwolAY Afox g #Ed Y =&
= HFQ011)7F ATk

3) A7 Hste] ZHoAE Fu9 o2l EAE T A UYE - o]dE] BA|, AETH AHE
=9 5ol F7HEh ZEH(1965), T1HI(1983), ZEFo]=(2011) 52 AP =
o= =84 He| FALo] HIE AEH AHE 44

[o dl a2t N
b & 1o fo
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BAEOIE bl U7k Afel7h BAHGE WA STt I9lshe al o)
S Lot £EA - g2d BAZL 24T 5 AT E=R

7o) Qo] NSt AART SASTR Baol M AfelAsl BAY Sute) ¢
gae nr) AERE e HEA 2o 94 gadl Justel AMe san. 4o
2 7ol Aoletdl £ Fal Rt HE A% ofn] Z2AHo} ks Dy

E E=Fo] FZ o]f1 QJtkPark, 1992, 2011; Kim, 2001; Cho, 2002; Heo, 2009). ©] =&%

AXE 7t2pt Z &84 EA9 O REZA &3] EAE tET EI 720E 1%
39 EAE "AFoE £3]9 FAUL AFHT o] FARE dEFHOE P Fol(frih)]
EA(Ki, 2011)7F Qi)

dHoE Ao e ik AFE P, Adx ThHEEF FIJAFE(Lee, 2008;
Lee K. R, 2011), 87F&38ke] 44 (Jung, 2001)2 THF3L ok 53] 271EZQ o494 Yzt
ofol Uehd Aol EAo) g A (Lee H. B., 2001)9} 27| Emel el dNde] 43 @
D(Lim, 2007)% ATFHAT =S JAHo HHE BuAAM nEHOoE TRFEHA opH|du}
2 FAERS FA(Lee, 1982) T WY AdBAE ATE PHFT =3 JAS dieE
W 3 &FAFH(Moon, 2005)F FHAA 7L, MLE T8 HEY H3(Han, 2007) 5 TFE
il

o] ARAARI Ao oyt JAAl FHUH) S thF1A 3t ATE dalFed xS
o2 FAo Md(Park, 2009; Namgung, 2010; Yun, 2013; Kim, 2014).2 thF1oH, AT)AL
3]9] AT An, 2004)°14 =2 FHES AEIE(Namgung, 2006)3 AFA713 Ut FAdel o
3 Sgoz Aol AthE ou|(Kwon, 2008)2 1LZITIER], S AgXF} ABA =
AT(Jang J. Y., 2017; Pack, 2021)= 3| F T} Yoyt d& &8 - =94 SH LS #H
o] lomz o]d M= A= UKPark, 2011; Jang S. H., 2017). A& AFAY 2H
29 YAolA nlustuA & AFEA, ASEste] AMEY EnFEe A} BlustHA
Ao A e EAE Bl AT Ahn, 2011).

Holl gk AdYAT7F A A 15214 y7zkokel]l vehd ZThe] AAH(EH) S AAHoE &4 -
Rt EuoA 949 ouE 1ET AFE Zotry] ok Rioie Ewel fAo] i
T W&ol sl 271448 Yztobll Yebd Zohe] wids ¥R BAste nzstazt
o} E3F 1 SRHRoAME B Aol AFAE T F& FAT=A o Fel A

s AHE Aotk AMd Bl HYAHE AFEHTY ARFAARE =99t FYT A

] =

2o 2A7} QthAhn, 2011: 133-135)4 A3} Aokdste) a&-9)=)/2

ol A5 ARAgAES AARA BHAA AR AFoAAE FAs = ot
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£ w8 1T HATIE ojegol Udee s el Wee AH Hmsks
A, Uztokl ekt el £33 A A% Here AvBoEn Tl ge Me
o=t RRIAE Hokals AL =ele) 2Poz And B

UCH) < A2 Eo2 7h2rKarma, W20} Kamma) o]t} 2 d|&el Bls) AR
7F ol 7l PARE Yol A &3] AMEHE F T sholth ol dAY W7t A3 & %t
FaljoFd r Z& ewoE BV A Ul Fefo] F3sthe dabE EsE Sk
W2z FAY FA G2 AHE ZYske AU ZAY Pt HAY A - of el g
‘A O AAE YRsE gtk olER de tekdt djMo] hed MEoE, $HE/ST
23 =3 gEo] &84 Ugo] I wiAd doEo S & F Utk

He FAIZ Vol & BAtelth ke stk Al sttt 9lstth, P45, to do,
to act’®] ojmjo]ar, WAFYQl karmat ‘9, 2y, 2E, 74, 23, A, 43, A, 94,
oo AHE2 To ARREEH, 7R PJU]E’H RAZE 4k Aol A o] FojA &= BE 3
/s ol JEe 7R itk Helle =3 I3EQ AYs YEE &dE T

T AAA RS 7h2r ] e A9F SHo] g, TeaARE oA 7kER}
(Aehe &8A SHEG SntE YElEA 9 72k 9l)7F e = b A
2ok SEAHOZ A (HA)S 9vskZ|E dth(Harvey, Heo trans., 2010: 54; Gombrich,
Song trans., 2018: 109). °]¢} 22 &HE T3 JAE Yvist= 7F=2rk e =813 AA
oA dojuh= A& YERPHTHGombrich, Song trans., 2018: 34).

A2 2ol E83 FAEA Y 72uE 9, FoldetE Jdd 7t2rk)s UElr =
st FoA ou7h Atk @R P9= 1 o)l Wil F9je] Adolw w7 W 3§
o] derog FolHa, w3k ‘FHA - AA - v E ole A H ol LA AAPRE o]
t} 919 MALA] Tulatulelel;(Mahabharata)oll A5 “ 148 ojH AT W& =7} glon 1
HAE GAE mERo] A& A e A Aol A dx 7= Ao FHE wEri, s

4) P F(Ahn, 201)= “AAHEY FHE Eno =] HOW&Q«I IR E dE20e F& J4s)
T o] Z83tH A FHTY fojd wet Eng US3he olES AA SOl AFYAELRE [FAF
e s B9 dFEY EXoA T2 FEEAY °17§E T Johra Feth 23 94 101
2 OSAI7dE FEt dSE A, JAT Mty AAH2S AR vwsks diAl Yrok
o Yehd A §393 A wA/Ets AREcEN Rk s Fokste AL ATy =A
o2 3 sk
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Aol A #g= wRthreta AW )t o] A4 ZhErkd)el tidk 1o 1=Q o] F 7}
A olsl= s EAolal A e o] Attt old AFlA 7tEr= O (A4 2el] 3
HAolal Al A9 @ Ay9le) A A" Fol g 4 - o] 27kA HE ASET
I E g ST BN FA 2Ae g dEE 7HE

oh9l) AABEG 7 Ase dosl= aclowA Wsle #A
(Harvey, Heo trans., 2010: 54).

wBEAE BuolA o on7t Beptkau o] siAa 2epA A | AS® Fuho| ol gk
Aoz 3 ot I Byt A E =2 A 9(redefinition)stE Y 1 A3 B}
o] o2 RI|E HESIY MAE &YsEdte =95 #7)3tHGombrich, Han trans.,
2021: 74). 71 A% B 2L A ARES Ade] Hol| AAH P92 RE A %
§o2 SANY. =3 BeptwolMe Al4olgts AAlA gE Tl o dS AsHA,
EuoAe] Asbe 23 FAoE HEHo FH JEE vEA FthGombrich, Han
trans., 2021: 75). & F3 ¢ VNS AR FE J=E Hshe FEHE H3HE tHGombrich,
Han trans., 2021: 90).5 °]x¥d o] 3¢ ¥ olyz}t 1 ojHd e AE[E7]], Fll FAuf
2e 499 23 9 &d47kA 238 He Aot =8 Eutte] Y9 °EW° =3 A
o] ofzt Aot HA S FEol B WAE HuA ¢S &2l Ao
o714 HA Y Hf= =23 4‘319} S84 7H] BFE WEITh Aolvn °—C‘|/\l %W’Jr HP
AR de $848 /Ndeg Byt & 4 Qth oY WA BE d9e &
AE F e g gFolH, Azte] A1 e BE 1FH AL
olsid 4 St

Aol gt olsf= o= Zolu} &3] WES WiEoE It} o] &
Zo|tH(Harvey, Heo trans., 2010: 54).7) @Aj9] 42 o AH=2A, &
710 248 ARl Ko g olgook SJEP ?{PTSEEE E}% "391 v Rk 4] WS 9

F g

) FLAAEN, p0, 71 Rrfel Gus] £EAD F EAE & 5 A A, o) K12
AR, . FUE Aol I7h ol gA! Aol tid BAlo)X), Falelrbel watk zlo] ohth
$H, 1 A8 gFEn. 9ds ANEA B Aol Ageis ol

6) AoILe] AeolA Qe Aol Ao ArlE o] HolA e VY B2 o of A

Bao] ¢5% 4ol FAslo] JE) AXNAS RAHIL, BATT Bk gebd Aol tmels

T(apas)e B3 Ao BAL HMPCRRA FA9 ol AT, AR Hotel WS §

FeomH GEO| 44 AANL HEY 5 0T BT Il w54 B HY, GEL

sgste] £319) AL HE Bold 4 gltka ok

7) AESH2010), p54, TA=ebE EARCE WS ojulaa, Thevie] WAL EASe] A4l 3
9o Aol e} AR AL BT,
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@ A3 FE

S 1w Tadizh & AL P A5 AL Ao AR [0l vipakal= U7

| 2: A ofPo) JSof 3t Heof HFETF EASHA| et F %

B 3: 37HA 49 Ad 37HA] 49 ARE AF ojd AuFE WMIH AUE SAHE 7H

& 4 F& de AA o]F AHE ATk

£ 5. APge FA - v - Aol W= A(kamma-samadananam)e] HEE 2| weh
Alell wet Q= IdE Qe

xol-

tlo

=]
T

® g &3

e 1 o]F HYS AoW FA S| "ozt a4 F-IFY(MEIHZE, anantariya-kamma)
olg} L=

& 2: Ao «]Oﬂ/ﬂ el 7hA e A RRE FH

@ 4ol 2%
Sl 27k AAHZ] Wzl ol AA"T ol AAHY Mol A=5o] AALS. 5
tholo], o]e} zro] Zrof7} HRIEH ¢lo] HHI o] 7] vl F=Fo] B,

® 43t 19
87 DL B AL BUBTHE 2wl F4e HA

® A% B

& 1 ¥ehd ZabolAl A5 o7leA] 2R Bol & F Qe E/HIEe] A4S £
= Ie d4g A e AEIny

£ 2. 2w d[elals Aol QaiA A7l o] B [2Ad) dajA] FAH AT %
o] Edi7t He Zola =79 Edivh B Zlolekal Bolof gtk

£ 3: U =7 dolgta Tt gmgo @ Al - F - o2 Y-S A=t

GEERCERT
$0: AR oEbIAE € MeAT EEE BAE A dlekE ARFECIA obRd

dotE =R Pt

9) 9714 AL Aethet akiriyaZA a(F8AFOl) + ki(to do)ollAl SAE AR P9 gl ZE I
9E 57 gerthrasE =8 =t

10) Cetanahm bhikkhave kammam vadami, cetayitva kammam karoti kayena vacaya manasaj
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@ ADHH) - TA(HH) - AH(EH Y 3
g2l T A8 - T - e F 2ol AE ARSI FEw,
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© BAUERIHT ADLARL): T4 AL 4 el B
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1 AT BT, A A el ke 2E B3, F4S0] AL
o} 2 3 4t

HEol At L BAES HgEia

@ 10499 10844

S s E AYof AP

e 1049S Aod 2 XA AAA v, o9de A A gl FAJof
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@ 4714 4
e AL HRE VK eE He 4, 3 HRE VK ee Y, A 3 HEE TAE A
13, AAR AR ¢ AEE VHHLE AARE JAE $e o - oFo]l 4
o £EE 9%
@ o] 2HE2 F4: ZE Y950l AAY ¢, A, A4 71dske A nd
1. b ﬂ*gau A Emiyati)d AAE A — ZE L on] EHOoZ AAE o
A7) WiEel] i =¥oRE olF HHE F glg. 1¥7] " of" Adsjolu o
< AFeE I wRol] o] HiA| ¢ttty 74
g2 ofAw AAZ R e AFEThE E(yccheda-vada) 4 — FEht Ak 49 <83
T Foks e Zlo] opythrgty FAE e F4
£83: Wtk Zopte] ARE B - 7 o HRE /AR Yv EYRAE
ol 43t o] Uztokoll A ol thak AZ TE 12714 {45 Zol FFEE Ut FY
& E7F oY Yztopel] AHAEHY s & glom, e Ykl 3Y AdE 237 OE
Fejo] JAol Yehte Aoz gldtt ZF f3o] Uehd Yztore] S st <iE>9)

2.
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