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Abstract

The studies that have been conducted on religious textbooks so far imply that more interest
in textbook research, development of various research topics, and research not limited to
individual religions are needed. In accordance with this implication, the purpose of this
article is to examine the places of religious textbooks and to identify and improve problems
arising from the production and management of textbooks there.

According to this study, first, the place of religious textbooks can be discussed in three
positions-national level curriculum, textbook system, and social environment. In these
positions, religious textbooks have three meanings - reflective education for religious
phenomenon arising from the characteristics of liberal education, teaching and learning
in public spaces due to the characteristics of recognized books, and the balanced value of
tolerance and justice required in the characteristics of multireligious and multicultural society.
Second, with regard to the production of religious textbooks, religious textbooks share
the standards for developing textbooks for pedagogy (especially in curriculum), but in
particular, the standards for neutrality of content must be observed. As the scope suggested
by the national level curriculum is observed, there are fewer problems that may arise in
the composition of the textbook, but the conflict between neutral and apologetic attitudes
related to the description of its content can still persist.

Third, with regard to the management of religious textbooks, there are various problems that
the situation of schools dealing with textbooks is different, and that the Office of Education
consistently raises errors in expression and notation of textbooks. The request sometimes
includes advocacy for a particular religion. To solve these problems, it is necessary to
investigate the use of religious textbooks by school and to improve the system for requesting
revisions by the Ministry of Education and Office of Education.

This study is expected to serve as an opportunity to connect the place of religious textbooks
with its production and management. In the future, a number of efforts will be required to
ensure that religious textbooks, like other textbooks, have the value to help students in all
schools. The efforts include providing opportunities to reflect on religion-related society in
textbooks and reviewing educational turn in the content of textbooks. It goes without saying
that the effort entails recognizing the direction of religious education as a reflection on
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religious phenomena, not as an infusion of specific knowledge or values, and actively cooperating with teachers
or researchers of other religions.

Key words: religious textbooks, liberal education, reflective education for religions, multireligious
society, multicultural society, apologetic attitude.
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30 33HI0IE 2= (https://www.data.go.kr/data/3038849/fileData.do, W SF QAT A 2t HHE),

31 <=M 2ot FF(FY: WA EAFE)>(LFHNE - A 2020. 1. 7. tHEZZ H30319=2) M2Z(F <)
U HBZ(LAHEEA O] HH).

32 <W 2 Moj| 2ot RE(E: uEEMFE)> (LMY - AIY 2020. 1. 7. iSEE H303192)

H26ZE(+3).

BB<MBEEAANANLSE AP=MYe 714 8 2
MBEERKIA S HFA] HM229%) H13E(QAUFUH) ‘@ P elAts 7| ZZARt 2HAZ FE5H0] HAIBHCE
@71XZ M= Y =M U8 F, H7|- B @F SS ZARIT O, T8 Mg MI14ZH 4o
et HSE2E MESHE wat=2 7| X ZAE HAISHA| =L

g S0 et FE>(HEMNFY - Al™ 2020. 6. 1.
o

dXH, MI1sus’ 8019 HTA st wsstel uxy, FTusA2|ATs FM20# M2z (M2
st2n29l2|sts] 2015), 87-122%.
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