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Abstract

On the Religiosity of Tohi Yoshio’s Educational Practices:
Focusing on the School Composition Journal Habugaoka

Nobuko Kitajima
Ohkagakuen University

Tohi Yoshio(HH-2&#E) is one of the most celebrated school teachers in Japan. He was not
only a teacher, but also a Buddhist priest. He had been standing on the basis of bringing up
children in collaboration with school, community, and family, As one of his educational
activities, we can point out communal solidarity with school through the composition journal
in which adults” works were contained as well as children’s ones.

In this article, analyzing the school composition journal Habugaoka, 1 would like to clarify
that building human relationships between school and community based on religion, is to be
connected with peaceful and symbiotic education. In Habugaoka, we can find such composition
titles as ‘Joining Hands Together in Prayer’, "Worship’ and ‘Living Symbiotic Lives.” Those
compositions written by adults, were born in a religious atmosphere of the community.

Through the human exchanges based on Habugaoka, village people had developed mutual
understandings among parents, children, and teachers, so that they gradually had gone beyond
their egocentric way of thinking and had deepened self-understandings through their learning
from the others with each other. Even today, Tohi's educational practices have profound
meanings to inherit when we investigate peaceful symbiotic education for children based on

school.

Key words: TOHI Yoshio, life composition education(£i%#E ) H#E), religious education,

learning each other, interconnectedness



