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A Comment on "The Social Educational

Function of Woman in Chondogyo”

Song Joon-Suck
(Daebul Univ.)

In spite of my shortage of knowledge and lack of ability of understanding, I
think it a great honor to participate in the discussion about Prof. Lee’s honorable paper.
He is a well-known scholar in academic circles. It is not too much to say that I'm his
follower because I studied Prof. Lee’s paper, “The view of human being & the modem
meaning of Donghak”. Although I'm not a believer in Chondogyo, I participate in
discussion, I think, thanks to having just studied about Donghak in my master and
doctor’s theses, “A study on the view of value and the educational thought of
humanism in Donghak(1986)”, “A study on the educational thought of equality in
Donghak(1994)” and The papers on famous persons produced from Chondogyo in
Korean Journal of Educational history successively. I am feeble, but venture to express

my opinion on his honorable and valuable paper.
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Prof. Lee contemplated the view of women of Donghak in his paper “the
socio-educational function of women in Chondogyo”, in which he stated his view that
all education for women is tabooed because it is means of pressure and discrimination
against women in patriarchy society, on the premise that there is the idea of equality
without distinguishing people of all ages, both sexes and the noble & the base in Si
chon ju (Man bears God), Sainyoch’on(To treat man as God) of Donghak. I could see
a changed image of women of Donghak through Suwoon’s practices of women’s
emancipation making his two women-servants a law-in-daughter and a daughter
Onunsoonsa(soft and sweet diction) seen in process of making his wife his disciple, the
way of women’s respect and Women’s active and subjective responsibility in Hacewol’s
Doctrine, namely Buinsudo(Wives’ religious & moral exercises) and Naesudomun(Rules
of religious and moral exercises in the home).

Though there is a room of question in a sense, I think his thought of women’s
respect, “Man has to learn words which it is valuable to learn, although it is wives’
words” ripened in his mission life.

Under such base of thought, Son Byung-Hee who renamed Donghak to
Chondogyo, had a great deal of enthusiasm in educational work with helping Tongduck
Women's college as women’s educational institution, running Youngduck Women’s
school, Myungsin Women’s school as well as developing women’s educational activities
by a lot of training school and short-term training course. Especially Mukam Lee
Jong-Il, as women’s lib man, took part in women’s movement of Chondogyo actively.
Moreover he expressed his opinion in the editorial column of "Daehan Jaekuk Sinmoon
(newspaper),, in which he said that women’s enlightenment is a very important basis
of nation development.

After the 3 -1 Independence Movement(of Korea), Chondogyo advocated the
necessity of women's enlightenment, Women’s lib widely by the magazines "Kaepuck,,
"Buin; and "Sinyosung,.

As the examples of active practices, Naesoodan’s "Women’s night school” and

Pooindongmaeng’s “Women's lecture” was. They enlightened the Women’s consciousness
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and self development through them.
As one of debaters, I agree with his opinion but I just expatiate some things as

following.

First, The Donghak’s thought of man’s respect, Si ch'on ju, Yang ch’on ju(Man
foster God), Innaech’on is the product of the period of Ch’oe Je-Woo, Ch’oe Si-Hyong
and Son Byong-Hi. and so he must write the view of woman’s emancipation according
to the separate period. Through the analysis of the aspect of the revival of manhood,
we can get the historical evaluation on the change of women’s perception. Under this
point of view, I already wrote "A study on the educational thought of both sexes in
Donghak -focusing on the women’s view of Donghak leaders-” in my guide professor,
Dr. Chasukkee’s retired celebrating book of essays.

Second, It is about the analysis on Naesudomoon. The idea of
Kyonginkyongmul(To respect man and material) in Naesudomoon is linked with the
dignity as a head of a family. It can be re-explained that Naesudomoon is a
educational guidebook of wives. The idea of life-respect can be linked with wives’
importance as one who brings up creature and it can be rendered as an enlighten
writing on the importance of mother’s juvenile education. The importance of mother
who brings up children we can guess even not to cite Rousseau’s remark, "All the love
begins from mother’s milk” because the concept of Donghak’s Yangch’onju means man
who is small heaven foster. It is important responsibility and right for mother to bring
up children.

Third, In Donghak revolution, the remarriage of widows gets rid of the first issue
of Namjonyobi(To respect man but to despisc women), the concept of Pulsalecbu(A
woman doesn’t marry twice). In the light of those times, women can’t get jobs and use

their ability and so remarriage is linked with the problem of living. It is a big and
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important problem. “The widows can remarry by their will”. It is one sentence of the
tentative draft of Kabokaehyuck(1894) which was enforced from Kim Hong-Jib’s
administration.

Fourth, Uiam Son Byong-hi spreads the range of women’s social activities by his
system of women’s evangelists in 1906, in which he had women participate in the
activities of social propagation as well as was interested in women’s education.
Somewhat when he made Cho’nminborock in 1907, he made wives have their own
names like men’s cases by directing all over the Ch’ondo churches. Such is his thought
of women respect. In practice he gave his wife’s name, that is, Kwak Byong-Wha(his
wife’s name). The letter “Byong” is taken one letter of his name(Son Byong-Hi), and
also he gave his five daughters’ names Son Sil-Wha, Son Kwang-Wha, Son Yong-Wha,
Son Myung-Wha, Son Kee-Wha. Wha is a common letter of all the end of names.

Fifth, In "70-year-History of Chondogyo women association, written by
Chondogyo order, there were the following contents. () An enlightenment project - A
training association of receiving Tao, Educational Activity for membership, Workshop,
A forum of imitation preach (2) A related works of historic site - a survey of Madam
Park’s remains site, a monument construction of Naechick and Naesudomoon, a
pilgrimage of Bockho-dong, and A building preceeding of religious house in
Bockho-dong. (3) Publication works - a publication of bulletin "Chondogyo women
bulletin,, an increasing publication of "60-year-History of Chondogyo women
association, and a preceeding publication of "70-year-History of Chondogyo women
association, (40 Service and Cooperation activities - service activities, external
cooperation activities, etc. These things show that Chondogyo’s social practices were
weak compared with other religious organizations. So I think Chondogyo order has to
recognize the necessity of active mission work for socialization of religion. Even that is
Mr. Kim Ung Jo, chief of Siningansa(The company of new human), wrote °©
70-year-History of Chondogyo women association, just show the image, that is, women
association couldn’t write their history by themselves in external aspect. But fortunately

today doesn’t exist the conflict of new-old splits of the past times. I think it is
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fortunate and I hope that women association activities of Donghak can become more
active. In addition their manifestation of will, they also have to be prior to their active
practice.

Sixth, Chondogyo participated in new-culture movement actively compared with
other religious organization in the 1920’s and as its proof, they published a magazine,
esp. in those times magazines there are expressed the views of women of Chondogyo.
Therefore we have to precede the intensive analysis of columns in their women’s

magazines. By such an analysis, we can see will of their practice.

V.

As one of debaters, My rambling some opinion on prof. Lee’s writing has a
question, that is why today Chondogyo becomes weak in its power although it was the
most spreading national religion in the late of 19C and in the beginning of 20C. The
conclusion is that A religion isn’t in theorization but secularization. That is in its spirit
of challenge that tries to realize it in life. The time when Chondogyo spread most
widely was Ch’oe Hae-wol’s period of trying to find, get and practice tao and the day
of Donghak revolution when sympathizing people’s difficulty and agony and showing
anti-feudalism and anti-imperialism all the people at that time participated and dreamed
to come to new age. Women’s activities are the same like religion’s case. I think
Chondogyo can develop and can be reborn newly in the following things, the
theoretical identification work, the active practice of the quality of both sexes, the
encouragement of women’s social participation and the sincere performance of women’s
right and duties. “What does the women have to do in our world?” We will have to

practice in the theoretical basis of Chundogyo.



