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The Social Educational Function of Woman

in Chondogyo

Won-ho, Lee
(Pusan National Univ.)

I. Preface

It is referred that there has been a matriarchal society since there has been
human life on the earth. However, it became more general life style and phenomenon
that human life was controlled by reinferance or settlement of man-centered thought -
predominance of men over women - in most societies because the superiority or
inferiority of the economical power or physical strength began to control most societies.

Especially, in Cho-Sun Dynasty period when confucian ideas was emphasized,
most activities of woman could not be treated as the subject of an individual with
binding at the thoughts, such as men and woman can not face each other from seven
years old, there is clear differences between husband and wife, the wife has to follow
her husband’s thought, and seven kinds of vices of woman. And many parts of these
phenomenons that became natural and customary are still remained and repeated.

The 28th chapter *The woman and wedding custom’ in Korea, The Hermit
Nation(1906) which was written by William E. Griffis and shows Korean actual
condition in early 20 century, tells us "According to the opinion of french missionaries

who know well about social life of Cho-Sun people, Cho-Sun women have no value to
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exist. The woman is just a tool of merrymaking and labor, not a companion or equal
valued being with man. Even woman can not have her own name. They are called
with nickname by their family or near friends in childhood, then, when they become
maiden, only their parents call her name. Others call her as ”-’s sister” or "-’s
daughter”. After marriage, finally, they lose there nickname, i.e., she becomes really
non-named woman. Only her parents call her like the name of the locality or family
which she marry into. There is not any big trouble to call like this, because Cho-Sun
woman hardly marries with a man who lives in same area. After bearing a child, she
is called like "-’s mother”. In case of a trial of woman in front of the governor, they
are given special name to save time and avoid confusion.”

Above description has some weaknesses at objectivity or capture of general real
state, but it can be accepted as rough drawing.

Man-Gyu, Lee has described about woman education under the Cho-Sun
Confucian culture at that time, like "woman can not have educational privilege, because
feudalism doesn’t accept that woman can have perfect social personality because woman
is under the control of man. In addition, Confucianism purely follows wild words of
confucius-’A Woman and a small-minded man can not be taught’-and neglects woman,
so they think woman education has to be forbidden.” Of course, we have to be careful
in assertion that woman just had to sacrifice in the past in Korea. But now, near at 21
century, it’s reality the most serious imbalance that the rate of the distinction of sex in
birth of boys VS girls is 12 VS 10 exists in Korea. And it means woman, generally,
had to live painfully in a shaded ground rather than they were congratulated or

guaranteed natural human self-growth.

. The Theory of Human Equality in Dong-Hak

'In Nae Chun, the theory of ’Shi Chun Ju’ by SuWoon Jea-Woo,
Choi(1824-1864) and the theory ’Sa In Yu Chun”" by HeaWall Shi-Hyong,
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Choi(1827-1898) - insists that people can overcome human discrimination which feudal
morals remains we if serve person like God. and finally meet equally when people
respects each other like God. The meaning that human is God so we have to serve
human like God is for warning human at fault that they themselves can not serve God
in their mind because of useless pride.

So, someone who are arrogant and just interested in luxury and pretense finally
become distant from sincerely learning attitude. On the other hand, someone who are
diligent and developing are always satisfied and pleasant, then they can great works for
the world.

This emphasizes the importance of the human training, modesty in development,
the economical life within their means and the maintenance of emotional life’s valance.
Most faults human commits tend to come from trouble in human relation or
systematical weakness, but infact the real causes result from inequality and
discrimination of morals for keeping social order. Especially 'Sam Kang O Ryoon’ that
ruled over Eastern Society is ethics of Confucianism and the main contents are the
relationship of master and servant. Although the original object of such discriminal
ethics was not bad, it pinds us in yokes of respecting government and neglecting
public, the nobility and the commoner, discrimination between a legitimate chid and a
child by a concubine even 4+%A| %= and seven kinds of vices in predominance of men
over women.

That is, the opinion that we have to serve human like God upgrades human that
was neglected as slave or beast for long time in pest and puts them back where it
originally was. We have to live equally for correcting errors caused by living in
discrimintive condition socal of the upper and lower class up to now. Thus, ethics
which Dong-Hak presents throws off the yoke handed down from discrimination boldly
and insists modern democratic ethics for equality. About this problem, Jea-Woo, Choi
also thought that superiors and inferiors of human is evaluated by superiority or
inferiority not of a family status or knowledge, but of the human morals. In addition,

he insisted that it’s wrong to respect someone who are especially low class because of
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the LD notion which has been handed down and it’s important to respect everyone
without any distinction.

We can see Shi-Hyong, Choi tried to teach the right view point for serving
human, priefly to say about "SalnY{iChin" in “PlipSiil(exposure principle)”.

1. A Lesson begins from “SilnJupMul” at first.

It means that people can change the world correctly by serving human and aware
natural principle by contacting with the things(SimMiStinBup).

1. God changes with all things so you have to realize the principle to respect
human and things.

1. Think God to come down, if a guest come at Taoist.

1. Don’t distinguish right and wrong of person.

It's to distinguish right and wrong of God. InNeaChiin, SalnYiiChun and
SiChtinJu symbolize that Dong-Hak corrects the vertical, subordinative human

relationship as the horizontal, equal relationship.

. The View of Woman Kind of Dong-Hak

The characteristic of InNeaChim and SalnYChun, the fundamental idea of
Dong-Hak, is to overcome the distinction between master and servant, a legitimate child
and a child by a concubine, the nobility and the commoner, and even man and
woman(Jea-Woo, Choi’s SiChunlu idea finally promised the development of new life to
most woman who could not throw out the yoke and are treated contemptuously by
SamJongloDo and ChilGuJiAk, through internalizing God in the individual mind as it
adopted principle of affirmation for the dignity of man.

So to speak, Dong-Hack represents the exceptional view of womankind that we
have to change the status of woman who were narrowly affrmed their delicate being as
a maid in shadow ground up to date.

This was the modern new declaration for woman to release earlier than the
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theory of equal right between man and woman from Western trend after enlightenment.
This ideology did not stay at just slogan (or motto). Finally, Jea-Woo, Choi personally
adopted a servant to daughter-in-law and another to foster daughter. It’s proved by
doing pioneer Practice of abstract dignity that releases human as object for all
comparison by relationship or relationship by marriage.

While, “The song” for the lesson shows that Jea-Woo, Choi delayed evangelizing
after bringing him to reason in April, 1860. Because his wife thought that he was mad
judged from his strange behavior before and after briging to the reason and throw her
body in YongDam, but he waited that his wife wonld become a pious believer with
agreement with his believe Jea-Woo, Choi persuaded woman that they could live
happily if they observe the principle that he awared using these kinds of exeptional
words at that time, like this “Virtuous wives, please feel at rest with this writings.”,

"

“Lofty wives---”, “Splendid wives:--" in <The song for the peace of mind(1860)> using
the form that set woman at easy. This "song for the peace of mind, is not only
brought new view of womankind of Dong-Hak, but also became standing rule for
improvement at woman status.

He made woman who was no better than servant to aware real aspect of their
lives and right value, to get their absolute status in family and society and to have
pride herself of their lives.

And then, Shi-Hyong, Choi wrote in <The woman spoitual exercies> like ©
Teak-Sung, Kang asked “Why do we, Taoismists encourage the woman spoitual
exercise?” And he replied “A wife is the hostess of a family, She is competent to
cook, to make clothes, to bring up children, to serve guests and to perform an ancestal
sacrifice.

So, if a wife prepares food for sacrifice without sincerity, God never respend to
her, and if she brings up her children without good care, they never grow up as good
men. In this reason, the woman’s spoitual exercise is basic of Taoist. The number of
women who are spiritually awakened will be enlarged from now on. In past, most

women was pressed by men, but from now, there will be many women who can save
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human with spoitual exercise. This is same with human growing up in the mother’s
womb.; This represents that the importance for the woman, especially the wife does
not stay at subordinative, passive place at all, and now, goes forward to active,
subjective place.

The understanding about woman being or status which Dong-Hak defined was
eyes opening to break feudal view of womankind We can see this by following
anecdote, Shi-Hyong, Choi heard the sound that Teak-Soon, Seau’s daughter-in-law was
weaving hemp cloth at night when he was propagating in Chung-Ju. He said that it's
not the sound of his daughter-in-law, but the sound of God.

Shi-Hyong, Choi represented the contents of woman spoitual exercise in <The
writhing about internal spoitual exercise> that he wrote in Chang-Jun, Kim’s house,
Pok-Ho Gong, Keum-San Gun, Kyong-Sang Do in November, 1883. The contents
involve the dignition of daughter-in-law, servant and child and the wife’s behavior in
humanity.

And he wrote about contents and importance of the prenatal education which was
taken only by the privileged classes and asked all wives obeying it obligatorily and
practically.

Dong-Hak emphasized that family life is important, moreover and harmonious
married life is most valuable grounds or base of believers on the new human view of
womankind. He emphasizes following in “The harmony of married couple”

"The harmony between husband and wife is the most basic thing of Taoist. If
someone can aware the principle or not depends on whether the husband and wife are
harmonious or not. If the husband and wife are harmonious, they can feel comportable
and happy. On the other hand, if they are not harmonious, God will hate them and
their parents will get angry. Getting angry of the parents is same with getting angry of
God. I'm so afraid that it’s hard to see comport and happiness but it’s easy to see
anger. If a couple is harmonious, God symphthizes with them and makes them to live
happily.

A wife is the hostess of a family. There is nothing which does not depend on
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wife’s ability, for example serving God, performing an ancestral sacrifice, bringing up
child, serving guests, making clothes, cooking and wearing cloth.

If a man who is sky in our opinion and a woman who is ground can not be
harmonious, everything will be failed, on the other hand, if they are harmonious,
everything will be prospered. We call this as “The married couple is the everything in
the world.” If a wife is unfavorable, God is never impressed by her, even though she
serves him with three kind of animals(cattle, lamb, pig) daily. The couple who are mnot
harmonious can not bring up child well. Woman is one-side sex. Though woman gets
angry, man has to divert her mind with whole favor. If you, man diverts her mind
continuously without getting angry, she will surely change her mind, even she had so
cruel vice in her mind. So, express your respect again and again.

Moreover, "The harmony of a couple, represents that the real love between
husband and wife comes from dearly words, logical story, respect and honorable
treatment as human and awakened relative position of husband and wife and the
responsibility or mission of each other. He represents again that the trust and favor for
human love begins at the construction of the life of couple in part that even man can
lead bad wife to the right way and change her to good one, if he doesn’t browbeat or
treat her harshly and do his best with all his favor.

Shi-Hyong, Choi saw the miserable living of the low social grade wives with his
own eyes and especially thought that there is only a way that saves wives from
husbands who treat women with suppression and violence and gives a right as an
independent individual, so he wrote <The sentence for internal spoitual exercise> under
the premise that the subject of spoitual exercise exists in wife. In this book, he tells us
that we have to change the position of women who were treated as the weak in social
order in past and serve them as we serve God.

He also represents that now there will be many women who aware the truth and
save human in opposition to the past when woman was persecuted by men. It means
that equality of inherent dignity of human and stage transcended over discrimination of

man and woman. These ideas of Shi-Hyong, Choi about dignity of woman became
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more advanced during missionary works. He insists that even women’s words has to be
learned as a God’s words, if it’s right. "I also leamn and follow even woman’s or
child’s words if it’s right;. Because he said "I know and believe that every virtue is
God’s words. Now, I lament because there are many men who have self-respect,
judging from your behavior. 1, of course, have this kind if mind, for I am an ordinary
people. But I don’t do this because of the afraid of not serving God in my mind,.
Dong-Hak revolted at the view of womankind in past. The subject of woman
movement and woman education that makes us awaken recover of humanity and dignity
for human on the basis of woman’s lib can be advanced in the new dimension for the
first time. The view of womankind founded on the idea of human dignity awakes
conciousness about women themselves that persues human value, liverty and happiness,
makes them recognize equality of man and woman in humanism and finally gives them

decisive chance that discover, observe and realize their own self.

IV. The Development of Woman's Movement

We can explain women’s movement of ChunDoGyo which was developed based
on the ism and the view of womankind of Dong-Hak deviding the period as before

and after 3-1 movement.

1. Women’'s Movement before the 3-1 Movement

An Pyong-Hee, Son renamed Dong-Hak as Chun-Do Gyo, 1905. In 1906, he
returned home from Japan and started business about education and publication. There
was an article expressing “thanks for Byong-Hi, Son-s educational anthusiasm™ on
Hwang-Sung newspaper. Let's see the details about reconstruction of the Bo-Sung
institution which had difficulty in management and undertaking the Dong-Duck girls

school which began from Dong-Won girls school, educational institution for woman,
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September 27, 1914. Pyong-Hee, Son had provided 10 won for subside monthly from
November, 1909. And then he agreed to enthusiasm of young educator, ChoonKang
Dong-Sick, Seau(1887~1969), so he provided 70won for subside from September, 1910,
contributed and reset the ground where had the old office of Chun-Do Gyo and
establishment, and finally founded the Dong-Duck girls school. However, 'The
Presentation of Rules for Private School’ in 1914 made 731 schools closed, so just
1246 private schools were remained in May, 1914, compared with 1973 schools in
May, 1910. They consists infirm school must be selected. But the Dong-Duck girls
school can be remained under the controle of Chun-Do Gyo. Moreover, Chun-Do Gyo
runs Yang-Duck girls school(Yong San), Myong-Shin girls school(Dea-Gu), etc. and
developed the woman educational activities through many schools for thraing and short
periods training.

Mook-Am Lee, Jong-11(1858~1925) was the third grade governor but forgave his
government position and led the movement for recovery of national right and
enlightening public and especially participated with Chun-Do Gyo’s women’s movement
as a women’s libber. He developed women’s lib by launching newspapers. That is, he
launched <Dea Han Empire Newspaper> with Jong-Myon, Lee and Young-Suck, Lyu in
August, 1898, and advocated enlightening women and constructing public conciousness.
He says his view of women’s lib like following. "Let’s pay attention of the women’s
problem. If women are taught, they can be national resources. And to respect women'’s
personality is, ie., to developing human mind. This is, really, to advance the
observation of human, and to suggest new view point of history. In my opinion, the
origin of enlightening women tesults from Dong-Hak’s idea. However, recognition of
whole public classes could not be improved. Chan-Yang association which is working
now, also has significant meanings. The women members of the association crys out
woman’s liberation, suggests educational problems and says that education is the best
shortout for enlightening women and social participation. This idea also became the
origin of Dong-Hak and suggested the view of internal advance., [%%} memorandum,

1899. 5. 31}



160 Korean Joumal of Religious Education. Vol.4

That is, he thinks that enlightening women becomes national resource, moreover

the origin of idea for women’s enlightenment or women’s movement is Dong-Hak.

2. Women’'s Movement of Chondogyo after 3 -1 Movement

Like Dong-Hak was debated by the noble confucian scholars when it was
advocated, the new knowledge and culture caused much discords when they were
spreaded. And one of the discords is about the woman. However, the cognition about
woman changed by progressing the propagation and educational activity by the thinkers
of enlightenment and missions like Pyong-Hee, Son, Jong-Il, Lee etc. Finally, the fact
that the 3 -1 movement in 1919 became a important chance which pull sout women
from the house tells us the change during this period, ie., firstly the view of
womenkind pressed and closed in past changed to one recognized through enlightenment
and educational movement and then it changed practically by 3 - 1 movement.

Women's lib was activated through several publishing activities in Chun-Do Gyo
before and after the foundation <KeaPylUck> magazine in 1920. <KeaPylck> kept with
the times. It treated the problem of women’s lib in article from the second number. It
argued the necessity and the way to aware Cho-Sun women’s recognision under the
title of ’the Cho-Sun women’s path from now in the third number. And it treated all
noted person’s idea about Cho-Sun women’s lib as special article with collecting all
noted person’s opinions about problems of women’s lib at that time in the fourth
number.

Following <KeaPyuck>, <The wife> was founded. This publication is for
women’s enlightenment, its address of the first number says this like following "we
don’t have the power to find the culture or the equal right of man and woman like
other peoples and we are ill-treated and can not make harmony with our mother-in-law.
Finally, the only way that solves all this problems is that every one gets the modem
education. Person who can go to school, learn at school, however person in the house,

learn through this smell magazine,. This used Korean entirely to understand easily, and
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then, Chinese was witten with them side of them.

It was renamed as <The new woman> frorh September, 1, 1923. and published
till April. 4, 1934. Its contents include many things for the new woman’s life.

Mean while, women’s movement of Chun-Do Gyo was advanced through
organization of women’s association, including Chun-Do Gyo young women’s
association, it iﬁcluded Chun-Do Gyo young women’s group, and Chun-Do Gyo young
men’s association women part.

Especially "ChunD6Gyo Pyong-Yang young women’s company, which is the
origin of ChunDoGyo women’s association was advocated January, 30, 1921 by
Young-Hwa Song, Myong-Sook Go, K-Sookm Cha, Yon-Hwa Kim, Hak-Sun Kim. etc.
The original members were 30 and their purpose of establishing was "We study
ChunDoGyo’s real doctrine, teach many people and work for common women. They
became a model of young women’s groups in other places which give bond to person
who have finished their training by holding temporany doctrine training association for
women, as progressing business. From this, many young women’s associations were
advocated, even organized in Yong-Jung, Puk Kan Do, and had a plan that company
for traing women doctrine would be built. Especially Chun-Do Gyo young women’s
group in An-Ju put a part of music and shared in the doctrin, the worgen education,
and the art part. These sectional activities were followed by Chun-Do Gyo young
women’s group in Kyong-Sung which was built in 1922, among them, the music
education became a part of Chun-Do Gyo’s art and physical education ChumDoGyo
young women’s association women part also progressed sectional movement.

Chun-Do Gyo internal training was advocated in April. 5, 1924 and its general
principles were followings

1) We make women who believe Chun-Do Gyo workers for buildng new world
adopted Chun-Do Gyo’s intention.

2) We make status of common women firm by solidarity.

The women part among seven sectional movement of Chun-Do Gyo young men’s

association progressed independent sectional movement and Ok-Kyong Ju, Du-Kyong
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Kim, Kyang-Hwa Son, ect led it.

Because of the situation of education, they could have full-scale activity after
1927. The first business for education of ’Nea Su Dan’ was putting women’s evening
school for literacy. We can know their purpose from the details of the direction of
movement suggested by the women part about Nea Su Dan’s educational works as
activating sectional activities of the women part.

1) We break the primitive superstition, feudal subordination and modemn plutonic
idea and make human recognize human basic of women and social responsibility by
InNea Chunism.

2) We give the equality to relation about position of men and women legally and
economically.

3) We try to remove the bad custom, such as unjust marriage by intention of
only one part without intention of women part and human traffic.

4) We evoke the notion and custom abut mother’s care socially.

The evening school prevalenced in 1920s. And rising educational movement of
Chosun itself after failure of 3-1 movement is with this Nea Su Dan’s Women’s

evening school worked with the evening school’s movement
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<The condition of the evening school in NeaSuDan>

Flace - Subject Object - Purpor
ubjec ect - Se
Date for advacating ) !
Jung-Ju Korean, Arithmatic, Women evening school 70
2. 26, 1928. Discource emember’s
Won-San . . . .
Korean, Arithmatic, Doctrine{ Women evening shcool
5. 28. 1928,
Kydng-Sung Doctrin, Korean, Arithmatic, ) .
Married women evening school
5. 1. 1928. Japanese, Common sense |
Doctric, Korean, Arithmatic, ) .
Puk-Chung ) Women evening school proletaria
Calculation on the abacus,
7. 1. 1928. ) 30
Calligraph, Japanese
. Doctrine, o
Yi-Ju For the women’s ability of
Home common sense, .
7. 1. 1928. ] . literature and common sense
Discourse, Physiology
Kwack-San Doctrine, Arithmatic, .
. . Evening school
9. 16. 1928. Discourse, Penmanship
Kyong-Sung Korean, Arithmatic, )
] - Old women’s evening school
10. 1928. Penmanship, Compsition
Park-Chun Domestic affairs, Korean, ) .
) ) Winter evening school
11. 25. 1928. Arithmatic, Corresperence
Doctrine, Korean,
Kyong-Sung . i .
Arithmatic, Old women’s evening school
12. 1. 1928. i -
| Penmanship composition

Woman’s evening school selected ’Cho-Sun language’ as the most important
subject. It means that the sectional movement of young men’s association in Chundogyo
tried to make literacy as the task for enlightening public. The characteristic of the
women’s evening school in view of organization is that there were many married
women members. Neasudan’s evening school, that is, is related to the married women’s
evening school directly. We can see this point in compare with the young women’s
association, one of the women association under the Chundogyo. The women’s

association was organized nationally with basic that was organized by the young
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women in Pyong-Yang in August, 1926. This is compared with Neasudan, but there is
a difference in its members and officers. That is, the members of Neasudan were wives
of leading members, on the contrary, the young women’s association consisted on
members who just graduated girl’s school. In conclude, the women’s association in
Chundogyo consists on two part which is 'Neasudan’ as the new and ’the women
union’ as the old firstly, and the new part is divided Neasudan and the young women’s
association again. Their activities were different. This condition influenced that the main
members of Neasudan’s evening school was married women.

Let’s sec the activitys for enlightening women in the old women union adding at
the new Neasudan’s educational activity. The women union held, especially, women’s
training nationally. These women’s training contributed to awakening of women and

self-improvement at the dark period under the Japanese using any much various forms.

V. Conclusion

Lastly, we can find positive moment that pursues our modernization as recovering
humanism in the ideology of Dong-Hak.

Firstly, is the basic and character of Dong-Hak. It has to serve God. And has to
be it progressed from serving God to serving human like God. The principal factor can
be located at the proposition of humanity. They suggested the "Prevolting spirits” that
crys out elimination of all vices like superstition, idol worship, prejudice, selfishness
and mental disease on the base of equalism for all the people that represents women’s
‘Inneachun’, and ’Sainyochun’ that were known concretely in the progressing of
Dong-Hak, the “Revolting people” as reform of people’s lives required in process of
conducting public idea of human society, and the “Revolting society” for the realization
of the society where people help each other and have their own peace. The vision has
no shortage as guider for the modemization of our people.

We must not neglect the fact that the splendid valuable principle and guide for
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running can work due to the doctrine and running on the basic of woman humanity
which is not existed before Dong-Hak. The idealogical core and the idea that
Dong-Hak wanted to achieve being are cultivated as proposition of ideology for human
education and real recovery of the education and are remained as pending question that

must be arranged and interpreted again.



