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Abstract

Perspectives on Spiritual Education of Adversity based on the
Book of Job: Human Integrity and Necessary Value of
Adversity

Lee, Myoungki

The Catholic University of Korea

This study aims at exploring the perspectives on spiritual education of adversity based
on the book of Job, The insights gathered from studying the relation between an
individual’s personality changes due to adversity and human integrity are as follows: First,
human integrity is not necessarily destroyed due to adversity, Second, adversity is part of
life, and not only the individual but also the entire community experiences its impact.
Thus, the following three observations can be made with regard to the necessary value
of adversity in educational perspective.

First, adversity is an invitation, Faith that sustains a person in adversity is a seed
originally planted by God in human nature, and human spirituality is deepened whenever
adversity is endured. Accordingly, when an educator in spirituality or religion classes meets
younger students, he/she is to foster spiritual discipline of regular and constant prayer, the
sense of gratitude for life and love of God, and the importance of living in community,
Second, the formation of community is important. Depth of spirituality is evident in
community life, An individual’s withstanding of adversity with discipline in crisis is a
common good that bears fruit and has impact on others in the community. Third, since the
aim of religious and spiritual education is to train and foster an individual's spiritual
discipline, it is important to direct and guide a person in adversity to face it as an
opportunity for changes and spiritual maturity so that he/she may go over to a new world.
Our hope is that this spiritual education is given to students: adversity we face does not
necessarily crush us or lead to death, It may lead us to know ourselves, and become a

stepping stone for meeting the living God and making us His people.

Key words: Integrity, necessary value of adversity, faith, spiritual education, endurance,

community



