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Abstract

A Study on the Appearance of Ink & Water Painting

in relation to Chan Gong-an

Kim, Daeyeoul

Dongguk University, Seoul

Since the appearance of Chan (Kor. Seon Jap. Zen) in China, the school has
developed along with the arts and literature. Therefore, the influence of Chan on ink and
water painting and the interchange between the two is spontaneous and natural,

Originally, Chan Buddhism was founded on “separate transmission outside of the
teaching (Zt/h7l{5)” and “no dependence on words and letters (A37.35°)” doctrine, The
early philosophy of Chan emphasized “seeing one’s own nature and (directly)
accomplishing buddhahood (R M)” and “directly pointing to people’s minds (EF§A
I»)” The popular slogans encourage practitioners to seek direct experience for themselves,
rather than relying on the words and explanations of teachers and scriptures, Accordingly,
Master Huineng (Zifg 638-713) left the only text the Platform Sitra of the Sixth Patriarch
ORI,

However, from the Chan of Song dynasty, Chan Buddhism sought another method to
practice. As the change of social atmosphere of the times, the original method of
investigation was not enough for the realization. Instead, various kinds of gong-ans, Chan
words appeared. From this time on, the character of Chan Buddhism became
“dependence on words and letters (ABEXT)’ instead of “no dependence on words and
letters (AI.3XF)” doctrine which means the transition from “inner realization Chan (N
i) to literary Chan (3CFi#). At this time Gong-an and poem were two most important
parts of the literary Chan. Especially poems used as the medium to seek enlightenment.

The poems of the times used simple letters, reflecting the implicative image of the
thought, This trend of simplification led the uniformity of ‘Poem & Chan (Fil—iw)’
and ‘Poem & Painting (F& —fa%)°, resulting the simple stroke of brush in painting as

seen the implication of letters. As the trend of the implication in poem, the simple stroke
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of brush in painting was very popular and went too far, This trend led the way of
brushing from the mere imitation of forms to the world of imagination through
generalization and simplification. This style of expression applied not only to landscape

painting but also to portrait painting, making it the main style of Chinese painting.

Key words: Gongan, Dependence on words and letters, No dependence on words and letters, Literary

Chan, World of image(artistic conception), Ink & water painting



