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Abstract

The Religious Aspect of Education:
Current Studies in The Awakening of Faith

Mijong Lee

Seoul National University of Education

There is a fairly general agreement that teaching subject matters such as mathematics and science,
has no bearing upon religion, since the aim of education is considered to be different from that of
religion. But if we reflect upon the mind engaged in the religious activities and in learning the
subject matter, this agreement seems to break. In order to ascertain that the agreement is totally
ungrounded, this paper investigates the Buddhist view of mind, following through the current trend
in the study of The Awakening of Faith.

The study of The Awakening of Faith answers three questions: What is mind? How does the mind
move? and, What is the Buddhist practice? These three questions converge on one question: How
does Buddhist practice change the mind(illusion) into Suchness. If we interpret The Awakening of
Faith in this line, we must admit that the mind can be changed into Suchness not only through
Buddhist practices but also through all the activities pursuing goodness in the world. The subject
matter constitutes a prominent part of the goodness in the world, which has been cherished and
preserved throughout history. And education, inasmuch as it can change the mind into Suchness,

must have the religious aspect.

Key words : The Awakening of Faith, Buddbist practice, curviculum, veligion and education





