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Abstract

Faith-education and Augustine's "On Free Will

and "The Confessions

Chung, Hyun-Sook

Suwon University

Augustines's two books "On Free Will; and "The Confessions | were reviewed to obtain guides
for faith-education in the present society. In the book "On Free Will |, he argued that the origin of
evil is not God the creator, or created beings like matters, human, and will but the misuse of free
will. Therefore, the moral and ethical responsibility of evil lies in the human will. In the present
society a similar argument can be suggested that the responsibility of sin and evil lies in sinner not
in the society or environment. In The Confessions the ‘conversion’ that Augustine experienced to
be liberated from evil was made possible by the ‘divine illumination’ gives an instructional message:
The contemporary education heavily based upon the teaching-learning of knowledge can not help
people to overcome temptation of evil, and psychological anxiety or to develop their personal
maturity. Rather the faith in God should precede the reason for the maturity of emotion and will.
Objective knowledge teaching alone without consideration of value and purpose can not guarantee
the happiness and good conduct of human. What Augustine thoughts and experienced was that the
eternal happiness and peace in heart was obtainable by properly using free will to love eternal,
immutable truth, and the God instead of the corruptible and momentary things. The themes in

"On free Will; and "The Confessions; provides good guides for the faith-education in the

contemporary situation.

Key words : On Free Will, The Confession, evil, conversion, divine illumination, faith-education.





