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Abstract

The Religious Aspects of Confucius's Philosophy

and the Educational Method of 4he Timeliness’

Yi, Sthn-Gyohng

Sungkyul University

This article attempts to demonstrate the religious aspects of Conflicius's philosophy and to explain
how such aspects affect his perspectives on education. In general, humanistic morals are regarded as
being in contrast to religious values. However, the religious aspects of Confuciuss philosophy can be
best represented in the context of humanism. Consequently, it is important to note that his
humanistic realism is different from the realism in a merely practical sense. According to his
humanistic realism, it is the content of the Heavenly Order (X&) that human beings, as the moral
agents, are bound to search for the truth and virtues from their own lives. Hence, the life of each
individual can be seen as the process where he/she actualizes what he/she has discovered in the
Heavenly Order. Confuciuss view on truth is highlighted in the phrase, “reaching the truth through
the study of everyday life (T2 HZ” The expressions like “sacred layman” and “living in the
worldly ground while transcending it (IP1S fEJMHitSH), M as caricatures of Conflicius and Confucianism
respectively, also accentuate such view. Confucius recognizes the humanities and the religion from the
view that the sacred (EE) and the secular (j& may be unified from certain perspectives. It is my
contention that such recognition can be best found in the notion of 4he Timeliness (FF9).” This
implies that the spirit of Timliness is actualized when he searches for the essence of the sacred from
the spirit of ‘love ({2)0 and put what he has found out into practice starting from his neighborhood.
Therefore, I submit that the Way of the Mean (i) in the Timeliness as discussed in the religious
aspects of Confucius’s philosophy is the crucial notion that prevails in his educational goals and
educational contents as well as his educational methods. Western studies was introduced to three
Northeast Asian countries through a Jesuit priest, Xavier from his initial mission activities to Japan
in 1549. In 1583 another Jesuit priest Mateo Ricci brought it to China from which a Korean Lee

Sookwang introduced it to his home country in 1597. In mid seventeenth century, the Western
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education was first introduced to Korea through “Seo-hak-bum(7&8Z2L) and “Jik-bang-wei-ki (5 5 7+
#C).” At that time “Sil-hak” scholars such as Yi Ik, Yi Gahwan, Shin Hudam, and Ahn Jungbok
devoured themselves in reading these books. Particularly Shin Hudam(1702-1761) who was one of
the disciples of Sungho Yi Ik wrote “Seo-hak-byan”(1724) and criticized there reason West emphasized
and contents of its school education. Shin Hudams critiques on Western education which was the
first of its kind as a Korean intellectual does have a special meaning in the Korean education
history. Critical debatesabout the Western education after Shin Hudam were newly revived by Choi
Hanki during mid nineteenth century. He-Gang Choi Hanki (1803-1879) developed his theory of
education on “active movement” by taking seriously the practical character and science of Western
modern studies into consideration in his studies. But his education which criticized limits of the
West’s mechanical view of nature aimed to teach the theory of 'cosmos-human integration movement
(RAE1Ljy that was based upon Thumanistic-holistic world view., He-Gang's education theory is line
with the tradition of unifying between human and nature, and with holistic reason of cosmic nature,
unlike Comenius’ 4pan-sophia sciencell and Herbart's 4moral development theory’ Therefore, meaning
of educational history in e-Gang's “chi studies”, while it attempted to accept western practicality and
science, was to build learning character and practice moralistic public act, based upon life character

(or humanity) and holistic character of all things.

Key words : The Mean, the Timeliness Humanism, the religious aspects the unification of the Sacred and the
Secular





