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Abstract

A Study on the Delivery

of the Religious Message in Post - Modern Era

Lee, Jae Young

Sun Moon University

World views have evolved with the change of the times. Modernism, stemming from the
Enlightenment of the 18th century, laid the firm foundation for the scientific and rational
epistemology and has served as the prevailing world view. However, the advent of post-modern era
along with the cultural revolt in the 1970s, introduced a pluralistic and relativistic world view that
puts emotion and personal feeling before objective knowledge based on reason and rationalism. The
form of communication is closely linked with the speaker's perception. Under the modernism, people
opted to deliver truth or knowledge in an objective manner on the basis of reason and rationalism:
truth or knowledge was delivered in deductive manner through argumentation and explanation.
However, with the spread of relativistic and pluralistic views of the post-modernism, the modernistic
delivery of the religious message through deducive argumentation and explanation could no longer
catch the audiences attention. In the post-modern era, the form of the delivery of the religious
message is undergoing a shift from deductive to inductive, from explanation to imagery, and from
lecture to emotional presentation. The aural lecture-type of the religious message delivery of the past
is being substituted by the emotional delivery emphasizing personal feelings. In churches today,
emotional communication, rather than verbal or written communication, begin to play more crucial
roles in delivering the religious message. However, profound religious thought cannot be properly
delivered through communication alone, be it verbal, written, or emotional. In order for religious
teachings to become guiding principles for individual living, the religious message should not be
taken merely as an object of delivery but as food for non verbal meditation or contemplation leading

to self-enlightenment.

Key words : Religious message, modem epistermology, post-modern epistemnology; pluralism, inductive method, deductive
method, imagery presentation, reticent messge.





