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Abstract

A study on the perception of shamanists about

the ecological environment

Park, 11-Young

The Catholic University of Korea

Shamanism, a Korean people's religion, functions as one of the fundamental Korean religiosity as
before. Such character of shamanism shows us a way how we can manage the task of environmental
protection. On the contextual base of this kind of perception, I will investigate the role and meaning
of shamanism as peoples religion for the protection of ecological environment. This sort of research is
getting more and more important in a dynamic society as Korea where various religious traditions
are looking for inter-religious dialogue and cooperation.

As the first step in this article, I collect and analyze materials like shamans'songs concerning the
environment protector’ and educator's role of shamanists. And then I try to interpret the shamanistic
ritual materials phenomenO Qically whether shamanist perception includes the factor of environmental
protection. In this way, I grope for some clue of practice which shamanism as one of the oldest
religions brings up to protect the environment efficiently in a multi-religious society.

After the era of development and exploitation, now we are welcoming the century of spirituality
and culture. In this age, people look over the past and prepare joy and hope for a new life. By
such an important turning point, the role of religions for the protection of ecological environment
becomes more and more important in comparison with any other institutions in modern society.
Furthermore, the role of shamanists as protector and educator of ecological environment is especially

invaluable for the scientific research.

Key words : shamanist, ecological environment, spirituality and culture, inter-religious dialogue and cooperation,

environment protection, education and educator of eclagy:





