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Abstract

A Dynamic Relationship between Ultimate Truth
and Methods in the Buddha's Educational System

Kim, Yong-Pyo

Professor of Dongguk University

The present paper examines the Buddhas teaching principles and methods, with intention to
highlight the contemporary relevance of his educational approach. The reason why the Buddha is
hailed as a great teacher (sattha), in both the historical and contemporary context, is founded in his
excellent educational methodology. The essential principle underlying his methods is the necessity for
direct, experiential learning, a principle he modelled par excellence throughout his own life journey.
The Buddha’s teaching methods are dynamic and co-relational, in the sense that his delivery is
contextualized in order to speak directly to the divergent levels of understanding and interest among
his audience. Firstly, his teaching points directly to present circumstances andconditions rather than
metaphysical speculations or discussions about an idealized life in the hereafter. Secondly, the Buddha
categorically rejected all authoritarian and dogmatic thought. Nor did he ‘toady’ to rank and title.
Rather, he viewed himself as a friend and guide in the sense of kalyana-mitra (Z %1% meaning 4
good and virtuous teacherll Thirdly, his method of teaching was to present a systematic and gradual
approach to learning, starting with the foundational supports and gradually proceeding to more
profound philosophical concepts, and this doctrinal teaching was supported experientially with a
gradual introduction of new religious understanding and practices. Fourthly, the Buddha corrected
people's wrong understanding and prejudices by employing a direct question and answer method;
again, the level of conceptual difficulty was carefully pitched according to a persons intellectual and
spiritual capacity. In this manner he was able to skillfully support people in converting (/AR
ignorant mind to right understanding. Fifthly, the Buddha stressed that all progress is contingent on
one's own abilities and efforts in investigating and applying the teachings. He strongly warned
against blind acceptance of any external teachings, even his own! Always, he encouraged us to seek
verification in our own experience, and to recognize that we ourselves are the direct focus for
learning - being the laboratory, the experiment and the result. And he emphasized the absolute
necessity for this experiential approach in developing ones own potential, rather than a reliance on

theoretical understanding.

Key words : the Buddha, educational method, contextual teaching, skillfill means Kalyana-mitra.





