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W AdES oy W7l E: And an old priest said, Speak to us of religion.
And he said :Have I spoken this day aught else? Is not religion all deed and all
reflection, And that which is neither deed nor reflection, but a wonder and a
surprise ever springing in the soul, even while the hands hew the stone or tend
the loom? Who can separate his faith from his actions, or his belief from his
occupations? Who can spread his hours before him, saying, "This for God and
this for myself ; This for my soul, and this other for my body?” All your hours
are wings that beat through space from self to self. He who wears his morality
but as his best garment were better naked. The wind and the sun will tear no
holes in his skin. And he who defines his conduct by ethics imprisons his
song-bird in a cage. The freest song comes not through bars and wires. And he
to whom worshipping is a window, to open but also to shut, has not yet visited
the house of his soul whose windows are from dawn to dawn. Your daily life is
your temple and your religion. Whenever you enter into it take with you your
all. Take the plough and the forge and the mallet and the lute, The things you

have fashioned in necessity or for delight. For in revery you cannot rise above
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your achievement nor fall lower than your failures. And in adoration you cannot
fly higher than their hopes nor humble yourself lower than their despair. And if
you would know God be not therefore a solver of riddles. Rather look about you
and you shall see Him playing with your children. And look into space; you
shall see Him walking in the cloud, outstretching His arms in the lightning and
descending in rain. You shall see Him smiling in flowers, then rising and

waving His hands in trees.>
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A Critical Deconstruction on Modern

Education by Religion and Religious Education

Seo, Myoung-Seok

(Jeju National University of Education)

Abstract)

We shall not cease from exploration
And the end of all our exploring
Will be to arrive where we started
And know the place for the first time
(T.S. Eliot, Four Quartets)

Human beings is Homo religiosus. As we know, God is undefinable.
Although it is unknowable, it is not concrete but real. In this respect, we
have rather to appreciate those religious world.

But education is, we would discuss, relied on modem message. In this
paradigm educational theory and practice in founded on the discourse of
modernity and its self-understandings have forged by that discourse’s basic
and implicit assumption. The very rationale of the educational process and
the role of education is ratio—motivated, ratio—directing, and ratio—managing
by rational subject. Undoubtedly, then, there are problems confronting those
that is deeply embedded notions of foundations, disciplines and scientificity.

Openness to the possibility of human beings on ultimate truth is a
necessary component of religion. This is spirituality of spiritus or Ruach.
Religion attempts institutionalize spirituality and in many instances this is
done for the perpetuation of the sacred topos rather then profane topos.
Because human beings live between sacred and profane interchangeably.
This dynamic openness is evident in the diverse expressions of the human
spirit seen in many religions of the world. It is also manifest in the various
expressions of spirituality outside modem ratio. An education concerned with

questions of religious truth must accept the fact that religion is a



fundamental reality per se. Such receptivity of religion is grounded in the
post—-modern desire. Qurs cherished fore-structures of understanding in
modem ratio is challenged by religio as a means of guiding the pilgrimage
towards an appropriate relationship with the ultimate order—-of-things. The
impact of post-modernity on the legacy of modernity has much to teach us
now. Specially we can note the danger of a narrowly conceived modem
education’s theory and practice. Our exploration of the interface between
religion and education has produced a high viewpoint of education. The open
ultimate order-of-things has much to teach the religiosus: ‘“relegere ergo

»

sum.

Key words: modem, modem education, ratio, religion, religious education





