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Global Ethic and Religious Education

Song, Byungsoon

(Yeungnam University)

{Abstract)

With the survival of human beings on the earth, there has been constantly a herd
of problems on this planet. This may have, in most cases, been due to the fact that
human beings are problem-causing being.

The advent of global village causes more problems than any other period and
jeopardizes human survival. The problems such as ecocide, religious violence,
aggressive warfare and terrorism, nuclear weapons and Weapons of Mass
Destruction, problems between the industrialized North and the impoverished South,
destruction of humanity due to coup de main of science and technology and side
effects of material civilization, materialism, ZEntfremdung, or alienation, the
topsy—turvy of values threaten the globe-dimensional survival of humankind. Whether
the problems are caused by humankind or not, our global village has numerous
problems to such an extent that it is difficult to predict when a great misfortune
befalls human beings. They are vital problems our human society are confronted with
and must solve.

With such a point of view, this article raises matters of global ethic, stresses the
necessity to practice global ethic through religious education, and then discusses the
relation between global ethic and religious education.

A global ethic is neither a new ideology nor a superstructure. Nor should it place
too much emphasis on the code of ethics of any specific religion or philosophy. It
ought to exist for the future of humanity. This global ethic is essential values that
require global responsibility for prosperity and happiness and community of rights
and practice of cosmopolitans, or citizens of the world in the ‘global village’ period;
thus it should be in need of the internalization through education.

The matters of global ethic and religious education are directly connected to those
of reform of consciousness and values of human beings. We ought to look into our
limited life with our socks pulled up. We that live in the global village which faces
danger of demolitions should ask ourselves whether we, from the bottom of our

heart, feel happy or not. We humanity, without losing our hope, must exert all
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possible efforts for the happiness common to us all. If we have hope, our earth will
look beautiful. The planet is more beautiful when we watch it in the course of
nature. The religious education for practicing a global ethic in the period of global

village ought to give a point to look, in hopes, beautifully at earth.

Key Words: human being, religion, global village, globe—dimensional problem, global

ethic, values, religious education.





