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Conflict and Harmony : A History of Relation between
Korean Buddhism and Christianity

Yi, Chan-Su

(Kangnam University)

{Abstract)

This paper outlines the history of conflict and dialogue between Buddhism and
Christianity in Korean context. As is generally known, almost Christian view to
Buddhism has been arguing from a self-centered angle. Not only foreign missionary
like Claude—Charles Dallet but Korean Catholic believers like Jeong Yak-Jong and
Jeong Ha-Sang was very critical to the Korean traditional religions including
Buddhism. The view of Protestant missionaries like H.G.Underwood and I.L.Bishop to
Buddhism assumed an almost same aspect of that. For them, Buddhism was a sort
of atheism or superstition.

Early in the 20th century, Choi Byung-Heon, a Protestant clergyman, began to
show an aspect of embracing Buddhism. After the 1960's, Catholic began to treat in
a friendly way to other culture or religions starting from the Second Vatical Council,
meaningful indigenous theologies sprouted by some Protestant theologians. On the
basis of this situation, Pyun Sun—-Hwan adopts Buddhism as a matter of theology.
He explained the relations between Buddhism and Christianity in the dimension of
"Unerléssliche Erginzung"(Karl Jaspers), suggested the common spiritual practice
between two religions. Keel Hee-Sung describes very eleborately the relation between
two religions in the dimension of creative unity, raises the dialogical and comparative
level. In the 1990's, Kim Sung-Chul, Yi, Chan-Su attempt the dialogue between
these religions positively. And some spiritual thinkers like Yu Young-Mo, Ham
Seok-Hun, Yi, Hyun-Ju practice was/is the spiritual leaders who was/is beyond and
broke/break down the barriers between religions.

Christians who assume a clear attitude free from general bias are certainly in the
minority. The view of general Christians to Buddhism is negativeon the whole. Some
radical fundamentalists run to an extreme as much as that break a statue of Buddha.

For fear of that attactive acts of radical fundamentalists some Buddhists seek to
discuss how to respond such a destructive acts. It is also said to be demanded a

positive research into the Christianity. The full-scale researches into the Christianity
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by Buddhists have not produced yet, nevertheless, apart from Yi Neung-Hwa who
published the books about the Christianity at early 1920's and Yi Ki-Young who
argued the unity of these religions through his short article in the 1980's. It is time
that the affectionately proper researches into Korean Christianity by Buddhists are

demanded. Only after being conscious and embracing this situation,

Key words: Buddhism and Christianity, Korea, Dialogue





