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Abstract

Confucianism and Cultural Education in University

Lee, Se-Hyun

The study analyzes the relations between Confucianism and Cultural education in university
in the aspect of religious education. The arena of philosophy is in accord with that of
religion when education not only intends to simply convey knowledge and acquire skills but
also aims at Education for Personality of human-being as the subject to make use of them
as tools.

In Confucianism, the goal of education and self-improvement [mental training] is to
complete al creation. That is to say, it is to make human-being and society realize and
enlighten ones own inborn character to accomplish moral completion, and furthermore form
harmonious human being as other beings also foster their own moral personality. The key
education means in Confucianism is the Six Method of Education( ) through which human
beings become to be equipped with well- educated personality.

In Korea, its educational purpose can be understood in the school curricula since the
Three-Countries Period.  The Confucius scriptures representative of Lunyu( ) and
Xiaging ( ) are based on the educational goa to cultivate human beings. This Confucius
education comes under the kind of humanist education.

Moral principles and morals are involved in the humanist education. In this ground, a point
of contact is formed where Confucianism as religion meets with Confucianism as philosophy.
That is, human-beings experience of holy and understanding of holy being through religion
implies the constraint or order of some behaviors to human beings, and thus human-beings
consider, understand and live with the implication and finally define moral principles, the way
for human being to pursue.

Like this, religion and morals [moral principles], which can be understood as antinomy, are
fundamentally related in compensatory, but not conflict, mode. Modern scholarship and
education should pursue the estimation of value over facts. Cultural education in university

should work for human beings to take charge of functions in highly industrialized societies.
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