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Abstract

A Theory of Demythologized Transmigration
of Keiji Nishitani

Yi, Chan-Qu
(Kangnam University)

This paper explores the theory of transmigration(samsara) of Keiji Nishitani who is the
representative of the Kyoto School. The transmigration means the unending turnover from one
form of existence to another. According to him, it is a “mystical” interpretation and expression
of the world of suffering. Nevertheless, it must not be criticized only as prescientific fantasy.
The existentia elements that compose the core of mythical interpretation is to be confronted
existentially and completely.

It is to confirm through insight the essence of actual existence as a “being-in-the-world”
prescribed by M .Heidegger, and to do so directly underfoot of actual existence itself, on such a
field of ‘trans-descendence’. It is to reveal the positive signification in myth through what
R.Bultmann speaks of as “existentielle Entmythologisierung”.

That positive significance is related to the essence or true Form of finitude within human
existence: the infinite finitude that is true finitude. Transmigration has the shgpe of a fatal
causality without end, i.e. the finite is finite infinitely. The finite grasped as unbounded and
unending in its essence is a sheer contradiction in the logic, but it means in the standpoint of
existence that this contradiction brings out the fact that finitude has been revealed as a radical
finitude. Thereby, it means a opening the world which the finite and infinite are not opposed
to each other, but interpenetratled and mutual identity. It signals a radica and direct
confrontation with birth-and-death, one that has penetrated al the way to the field of ecstasy.
This is what Nishitani speaks of “religious existence”. There birth-and-death is truly grasped as
birth-and-death. One who lives in this birth-and-death as a radica birth-and-death is bodhisattva.

Key words: transmigration, karma, religious existence, demythologizing, Keiji Nishitani,
bodhisattva
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