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Christian Family Education in the light of Korean
Traditional Culture.

Yi Chan-Su
(Kangnam University)

<Abstract>

Most of Korean has no self-consciousness as a Confucianist, but they have been greatly
influenced unknowingly by Confucianism especially in the social dimension. The influence of
Confucianism is also seen in the Christian family educational situation. For examples, Korean
Christians try to practice the words, “Honor your father and your mother”(Exodus 20,12) or
“Obey your parents in the Lord"(Eph. 6,1), as the Word of God or Law. But what this
tendency their parents with filial piety(¥) shows is that Korean has been honored their
parents based on the Confucian teachings rather than the Christian teachings. The traditional
culture based on the Confucianism is given to all Korean, even to a exclusive Christian,
preceding their concrete belief system.

Korean Christian family education, in such a way, has been corresponded with the
Confucian order of our society rather than the rituals or constitutions of Christian’s own. It
means that the Christian ethics is able to be kept only based on Korean traditional ethics,
that the Christian teachings is able to take root only based on the traditional religiosity in the
view of ’Sangje’( L) or the traditional belief in the heaven(3}E), and that the Christian
soul can’t able to 'be taught or cultivated’ (34, education), whether what is taught or
cultivated is positive or not, without regard for the soul of Korean traditional education. Thus
no formation of Korean Christianity is possible, no Christian family education is really
possible, outside the existing Korean culture.

Before Korean Christians could speak in their Christian family education, there was a
awareness that they ‘know something traditional educational’. The Christian family education
system is, therefore, not an independent autonomous principle, but a specification within a
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traditional cultural reality. It is in such a way that Korean Christians keeps to both their
identity as the Christian and Korean national nature. If the Christian educational situation is
subject to the dialectic of traditional education, it is also necessary to reflect on the
traditional conditions in which the Christian family education system functions. There are
some conflicts between Korean traditional culture and Korean Christian situation, between the
social education and the Christian education at an conscious level, but Korean traditional
culture certainly comes into play in Korean Christian spirit and the social practice at an
unconscious level.

Key words: Korean family of Christian education, The traditional culture based on the
Confucianism, specification within a traditional cultural reality, conflicts between Korean
traditional culture and Korean Christian situation
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