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Home Education in Catholic

Choi Young Hei
(The Cathoilc University of Korea)

<Abstract>

We live in a period in which many persons are seriously and sincerely seeking to discover
or rediscover the sources of strength and vitality that unable them to be productive and
loving persons in the service of God and their neighbor.

What nourishes the faith-filled vision that is so necessary for this persons?

To reach the deepest understanding of Catholic education, whether in history or at the
present, one most begin with Christianity itself and proojced thence to education. For
Catholic education did not come to being as a body of devices set up apart from a living
church. This being so, the historical approach in studying Catholic education is especially
rewarding.

Certain attitude of the Hebrew toward the family are basic in understanding the education
which took place in that setting.

The family was a mild into which a growing revelation of the natre and will of God
could be poured without undermining the family itself. On the contrary, the growing religion
strengthened the family to a rare degree. In Hebrew thought the family was in the Lord, and
he in it.

In this setting of basic attitudes within the Hebrew family, three ways of teaching and
learning stand out.

One of these ways was informal participation by children in the activities by which all the
members of the family lived. Another way of teaching was through the control of children’s
conduct. A third way of teaching was by means of oral tradition passed along in the family.
The father to the children shall make known thy truth, was expression of both an ideal and a
practice in Hebrew
education.

The richest imagery for our conception of God comes out of family life, and that fact
speaks volumes for the character of the family life itself. This is no meager tribute to the
way earthly fathers in Israel dealt with their children.

The education, when complete, has its three channels of home, synagogue, and school
system, and Judaism keeps all of these as long as is humanly possible. But when the worst
comes, it can do without the formal schools, and it can even do without the synagogue, for
the whole religion in essence passes from generation to the next through the household.

By that approach it becomes evident that education is an inherent necessity in Christianity,
so much so that Christianity cannot continue to exist without home education.
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The teaching of Scripture in the Catholic family was influenced by the conception of
revelation. The conception is that revelation has been adapted by God himself to the capacity
of the person who is to receive it. The concept of revelation, certain principles fellowed
naturally, which were of great importance in household education. One is that revelation,
Torah, may be put in children’s words and still be the same revelation which is expressed in
the written Torah,

Key Words: Catholic education, Education of old Testament, Synagogue, Torah
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