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Traditional Education in Korean Family and Won-Buddhism

Park, Eun-ju
(Won Buddhism studies Institute)

<Abstract>

Sotaesan-the founder of Won-Buddhism-has intergrated the doctrines of korean traditional
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thoughts- Buddhism, Confucianism and Taoism. Especially he thought Budda is really sage of
all sages. So, he regarded the Budda as the antecedent of his Law.

But, he pointed that the Buddhism of the past had several problems. For example, its
institutions were organized mainly in terms of monastic orders. Thus, anyone who wished to
be a true buddhist had to ignore one’s duties and responsibilities related to family and
occupation in the secular life.

However, Sotaesan thought of family as the essential element of society. It means that he
accepted Confucianism and the way of korean traditional home education, affectionate
motherhood and strict fatherhood, fetus education and etiquette.

However, he did innovate them beyond simple acceptance of traditional home education.
Sotaesan said that the spirit of traditional home education should be maintained but the way
of practice should be changed with the times.

He suggested four ways through which parents teach children: the mind, action, word and
Strict Dignity. With this, he wanted to lead the children to be the whole man with warmth
and charity.

Key words: Won-Buddhism, Sotaesan(the founder of Won-Buddhism), home education of
Won-Buddhism
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