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Traditional Home Education and Chondogyo in Korea

Rim Hyung-Jin
(Kyunggi University)

<Abstract>

Tonghak emerged in Chosun society with educating the governed who was in low position,
the poor, children and women, They was excluded the formal education of Confucian system
in ideology of Chosun Dynasty. The education program of Tonghak was included the view of
world and paradigm in self-discipline, becoming great leader and character. The first importance
in education was in family education which was the basic unit of social structure. Chondogyo
propagation come from family education.

The preaching of Chondogyo is rooted on the view of human being and the heaven as
original one. Therefore there are beliefs in Sichonchu and Sainyuchon. These concept is
consisted of ‘serving god in my mind’ and ‘to serve another man is to serve god’ These belief
was considered as the first importance in family education. It is so called gahwa(home peace)
in Chondoo. The founder, Soowoon, Choi Je-Wooconsisted the importance of family
propagation after he enlighten the way of life. The obscured of Chosun rank society including
women and children are, he thought, Hanulnims. the teaching of Chondogyo consists the
equalitarian relations of husband and wife. The virtues in Chondogo are Sung(sincerity),
Kyung(reverence) and Shin(believing). A man of virtue was consisted in home daily life. The
discipline of self is the first step in family peace makeup. There is launching step but no ends
in family education.

Tonghak proclaimed undertake the task of moral reform in human consciousness of the
grassroots people by utilizing its religious disciplines. To realize the idea they urged the family
education. And to care family life is the main idea in preaching.

However, family educations in Chondogyo is urged the education of ‘teaching by example’
by their leaders. The adults must act as a man of virtue. Soowoon, Choi JeWoo preached
‘family propagation’, Haewol, Choe Shi Hyung served his followers as the mind of ‘to serve
another man is to serve god’, and Uiam, Son Byung Hee lived as the great master in ‘human
being is the heaven’ creeds. These great leaders are respected as the model of self-discipline to
their followers. The daily life of ‘teaching by example’ is the main preaching and shows the
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greatness of family education in Chondogyo.

Key words: Sichonchu, Sainyuchon, Hanulnims, Sung(sincerity) - Kyung(reverence) - Shin(belie-
ving)
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